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Laughter in Japanese Conversation- :
A Contrastive Analysis between Men and Women

Li Xue

This study is an analysis of Japanese conversational data with a focus on the act of laughter. The
results show that women laugh more in general, typically using emotional laughter when acting as
speakers. Men, on the other hand, tended to laugh more when acting as listeners, employing social
laughter at those times, which is consistent with previous findings. Women in the study actively used
laughter to improve the atmosphere and decrease the psychological distance between the persons in-

volved, thus maintaining “harmony” in the conversation.



