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Research on Acquisition of Japanese Kanj: Compound Words
and Kanji Words by Native Speakers of Chinese

Satoko, FUJIYAMA

It is very important to understand Kanji to learn Japanese, because more than half of Japanese
words are Kanji compound word and even Japanese original words contain kanji in part of it orthograph
ically. Chinese learners are at an advantage because they use Kanji in their native language, however
some researchers reported negative transfer from Chinese learners Kanji knowledge to Japanese ac-
quisition. The purpose of this study is to review past studies of Kanji compound word and Kanji word
acquisition in Japanese language by Chinese learners of Japanese lauguage and to reveal the features of
Japanese Kanji compound words and Kanji words which transfer negatively. In addition the problems

and limitations of previous studies are revealed, and possible future directions of studies are discussed.
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