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A Contrastive Study of the Onomatopoeia in Japanese

and Korean Comics for Girls

Danian LI

Japanese sound-symbolic words are one of the most difficult types of words for Japanese learners to
learn. Are sound-symbolic words found in dictionaries, literature, and girls’ comics the same? The
sound-symbolic words used in girls’ comics have unique styles and functions, and they are different from
those found in dictionaries or literature.

In this study, research is done to examine the morphological and semantic features of sound-symbolic
words in girls’ comics and to determine what should be taken into consideration when girls’ comics are

used for learning and teaching Japanese sound-symbolic words.
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