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Slaves and Freedom

Maiko MINE

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the concept of “freedom” in the internal world of slaves by their
revolts. The word “freedom” was used as a very important element of political and social discourse during the
Antebellum period, that is, from 1830 to the beginning of the Civil War. In my research, I wish to clarify what
“freedom” the slaves searched for as well as what relationship existed between the liberation by the slaves and
this abolitionism. In other words, I will compare the concept of “freedom” that the slaves had in mind with
“freedom for slaves” formulated along the lines of the Abolitionist movement. My study consists of three
separate parts, in which I will analyze: (1) “freedom” in the white abolitionist movement; (2) “freedom” in the
black abolitionist movement; and (3) slaves’ idea of “freedom” and their anti-slavery revolts. Finally, I will
attempt to show the originality of their idea of “freedom” in a new, expanded perspective: It will be an attempt

to re-describe the world of the slaves from the view of the ideological roots of African Americans.
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