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Postwar Asia as a projected place:
In the process of the formation of the Boxing Oriental Championship

Suguru NORIMATSU

In the days of street television, the popularity of boxing compared favorably with the pro-wrestling
of Rikidozan. In particular, the Oriental Championship gave a positive self-awareness to Japanese who
were overcome by the defeat of WWII and the subsequent occupation. The Oriental Championship led to
an increase in the exchange of boxers with the Philippines - in which strong anti-Japanese feeling
remained from Japan’s harsh occupational rule - signaling an improvement in bilateral relations long
marred by WWIIL. The purpose of this study is to explain how such an international game was formed.
The following points have been taken into consideration. The Oriental Championship was originally a
copy which the talented promoter Lope Sarreal revived. It developed major content in mass media due
to the involvement of Matsutaro Shoriki, who wanted to put a telecasting project across, and Munehide
Tanabe, who attempted to reproduce the principle of reverence for the Emperor. Furthermore, boxing
exchanges with Asian countries produced an unexpected result, arousing Japanese interest in Asia again
as well as attracting more people into stadiums and on TV. In short, the Oriental Championship provided
a spark for Japanese to create a perception of Asia to stand face to face with, and reconstructed the

Japanese perception of Asia after the war.



