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On the Function of the Suffix “-teki” in Japanese

The Impact of Adjectives with “-teki” on Sentences and Articles

Wang Juan

The suffix “-teki” in Japanese is usually considered as complicated in second language education. Due
to the elements in their own language it is especially difficult for Chinese Japanese learners to distinguish
accurately the adjectives with “-teki” such as “shakai-tekina mondai (the societal (-tekina) issues) from
the adjectives with “no” such as “shakai no mondai (the societal (no) issues)” . The pioneering research
up until now has all been focused on the linguistic radical “-teki” but no in-depth research has been done
on this radical’s impact on sentences and articles. For this reason I believes it is necessary to dig further
into this topic and see its implications for Japanese language education.

According to the conclusion in Wang (2004), this paper draws the following three conclusions through
the reviewing of the articles that were published in “Voice” column of “Asahi News” (2001) : 1) The
counterpart word to the linguistic radical does not always appear in the sentences containing the adjective
with “-teki”, but may show up at the beginning or the end of the article if it serves as the key word to
illustrate the topic; 2) For sentences containing adjectives with “-teki” the central part of the sentence is
the information expressed by the adjective with “-teki” and not the predicate; 3) In sentences with

adjectives with “-teki” it is usual that the adjective with “teki” is further described by the sentence.
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