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Life “out of neccesity ” - KAISEI LEE “A Woman Who Beats a Kinuta”

LIM SANG MIN

Kaisei Lee’s work “A Woman Who Beats a Kinuta” was the first novel written by a foreigner, to be
more specific a Korean living in Japan, to receive the Akutagawa Award. However, this label “a
foreigner living in Japan” has influenced the way in which the novel is read, which has in effect, lead to
fewer people reading it. For example, the reviewers have summarized the novel as “a beautiful story for
mothers”, “Korean-like”, and “a little pot to understand Korea”. How can this interpretation be possible
? This thesis attempts to analyze the ways in which the novel has been interpreted by citing some
magazine features and printed discussions on the topic in and around the 1940s. Some of the opinions were
that the novel has been written and created by skillfully taking in the way Korea was described in and
around the 40s. Hence, the reviewers were able to connect up separate little plots within the story and
weave together “little pots to understand Korea”. However, it is my opinion that interpretations such as
those above, are not sufficient when considering the novel was written in the setting of 1970.

It is beyond a doubt that Kaisei Lee did not write the novel in order to reconstruct the “little pots to
understand Korea”. In order to describe the setting of 1970, I attempted to interpret the story through the
father. The crucial difference between the father in “A Woman Who Beats a Kinuta” and the other
fathers in Lee’s work, is that the father in the former was an “officer of a club”. It is through this role
as an officer, that the father becomes the subject of “living out of necessity”. Ithen compared this father
to the mother, who was interpreted as being “the daughter of the nation”. Through doing this the mother
could be seen clearly as an identity which had been torn apart.

As it is his creation, the father “living out of necessity” becomes Kaisei Lee himself, who was torn
by the mother who is “bare”, and again torn by the contradiction of the language of Japanese and Korean,
and further torn by Soch-Bum Kim’s insistence on its having something inherently Korean. It was indeed

Kaisei Lee himself who was living life out of necessity in 1970 when the novel was written.





