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(hereditary vassal) ” and

“Kafu” (family tradition) of Oie in “Hagakure” —

Noguchi Tomotaka

In this article, a study was made of the historical perspective of the Nabeshima family based on two

books- “Hagakure”, which is well-known for preaching Bushido, the warrior code, and “Taiso Ryakuden”.

Nabeshima was a feudal lord who took over from his Shuke (employer), Ryuzoji, at the beginning

of the Modern Ages. Since then, how Nabeshima was perceived by retainers is a problem of legitimacy

for the purpose of governing their retainers.

“Hagakure” emphasizes the “Fudai” , which proves the historicity between one retainer and his

Shukun or Shuke (lord or employer) . In addition, it describes the “Kafu” (family tradition) ” which was

idealized in the age of Ryuzoji and Nabeshima and in fact all the way from the Middle Ages to the

beginning of the Modern Ages. It legitimates the capacity of its editor, Jouchou Yamamoto, who could

not fulfill his dream to take charge of the chief retainer when the “Shinzanmono” (newcomers), who had

no history at Han (domain) advanced their career. Thus the continuity between Ryuzoji and Nabeshima

families is based on genealogy because it was deemed necessary for the “Fudai-dominated” retainers

144





