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Abstract: One of the most important problems for political democratization in Indonesia is to overcome
the estrangement between state and society. Many scholars are watching whether or not the “new
middle class”, which is composed mostly of the new white colour workers and professionals in urban
areas, can play some political role in changing the relations between the state and society. The people of
the “new middle class”, who have become conscious of human right, enjoying a life-style of consumption
and cosmopolitanism, seem to have a liberal inclination.

However, the Indonesian “new middle class” as a whole is not highly recognized in the context
of political democratization for its dependency on the state, its conservativeness, its disintegratedness as
a political power, its political apathy and fundamental support for the present developemental regime.
The “new middle class” therefore is not thought to become the opinion leader of a mass movement
for democratization but is thought to be an accomplice in the authoritarian political system. Whereas
the gap between the ideals and the realities of developement in Indonesia is very wide, the future of this
country would be very gloomly if the “new middle class” is not be able to change the present situation.
In such a case, the corrupt relations between state and society would continue without any improvement,
or the possibility for repeated political instability increase.

Such senario regarding Indonesian political future as above must be one which based on an political
analysis of the present situation. Yet, this observation seems to me a little bit shortsighted. We can not
recognize actually whether or not they are apathetic toward politics under Suharto’s regime. I suppose
the people of the “new middle class”, while being in doubt of their position in Indonesian society, would
possess the potential strength to rebuild the relationship between the state and society and to create a

new civil society.
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