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Dear Professor Shuji Shimizu

Time flies!

When | hear that you are going to retire soon, it seems

unbelievable.

Looking back years, which we have spent together, it is like a

series of drama.

We have known each other around for 20 years.

At first, maybe in 2001, you tried to find the surgeon who are

very active in laparoscopic surgery in some conferences. The

man from the conference booth for medical equipment have introduced us together.

Then, we have visited each other’s hospital for invited lectures and exchange of informations.

Around 2002, there has been a small meeting of network engineer for Hyunhae-Genkai project, which
is big project for research network between Korea and Japan. We are fascinated by this project and
started co-works on tele-medical activities. The year 2002 was also memorable as the World cup game
was held in Korea and Japan together. Then, we have started connection between Seoul and Fukuoka,
which is a start of tele-medical activity.

We traveled a lot together globally if there is any possibilities to expand our activities, including SAGES
in LA, USA. Definitely, we have never omitted APAN meeting twice a year, which were held all around
Asian cities and Hawaii too.

The activities have stimulated technical development in network and also expanded technical engineer
as well.

We have met so many wonderful people around the world, make them close by network as a family.
This activity also has propagated up-to-date knowledge or techniques to our neighboring countries.
When we found that many people benefit from our activity, we are very happy.

Current situation due to Corona pandemics have urged us to use teleconference in many meetings.
But we have used this teleconference long before Corona pandemic begins.

Now after 20 years of passion and dedication, you will step down from the head of TEMDEC.

But you are happy that there are so many very excellent successor and followers of you.

It is very timely and honorable that you will become vice president of Kyushu University.
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Although, you may retire from leadership position, it is good that you will be continuous supporter for
this activity. | will be happy to join with you as a supporter for this group.
Many congratulations for your honorable retirement.

Cheers!

Ho-Seong Han

Department of Surgery.
Seoul National University Bundang Hospital, College of Medicine, Seoul National University.

Retirement Celebration of Prof. Shuji Shimizu

Back in 2003, there was a fine-looking Japanese endoscopic surgeon with a warm smile came to visit
our hospital. That was the first time | met Prof. Shimizu.
For many years, we had worked side by side not only in the
OR but in several telemedicine activities. | respect Prof. Shimizu
for his professionalism in laparoscopic surgery, as well as his
trustworthiness, his dedication, and his generous support to our
surgical residents, MIS fellows, and junior staff.
Last but not least, | would like to send my heartfelt wishes to our
beloved Prof. Shimizu for his next phase of life. It has been our

pleasure and privilege to know and to work with you.

Congratulations on your wonderful career, and happy retirement!

Prof. Thawatchai Akaraviputh

MD, Dr. med. (Hamburg) Telemedicine Minimally Invasive Surgery Unit,
Department of Surgery,
Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University

18





