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6. Asia Telemedicine Symposium

The 11th Asia Telemedicine Symposium:
Application of Educational Telemedicine in Teaching Hospitals

 The 11th Asia Telemedicine Symposium (ATS2017) was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 
December 15th and 16th, 2017. During the two-day symposium, 44 presentations were made 
from 13 countries, including remote speakers. Over 150 people from 12 countries attended at the 
venue, University of Malaya Medical Centre. The symposium was observed by streaming in 7 
other sites. Dr. Ho Shiaw Hooi, chairman of ATS2017, gave the opening remarks in line with this 
year’s theme, “Application of Educational Telemedicine in Teaching Hospitals”. He hoped that 
ideas can be pooled, at the same time, more concerted effort should be made to boost educational 
activities through the use of telemedicine in teaching hospitals. It is true that telemedicine for 
educational purpose is getting more recognized, and people are trying to make a profitable use of 
it. However, some people have limitation in activity due to lack of support, knowledge, equipment 
or good Internet. ATS could be a solution because both experienced medical doctors and engineers 
gathered there. They are opening their arms to welcome new members to expand and enrich their 
activity. 
 In the Plenary Session on Day 1, presentations on active educational telemedicine in 
Malaysia, India, the Philippines, Singapore and Indonesia were made. Prof. Kenshi Yao spoke 
on telemedicine in multi-centre collaborative research. This research involves centres in Asia, 
such as China, Vietnam, Thailand, Bangladesh, etc. Telemedicine helps international researches, 
which contribute to world healthcare, to work smoothly despite physical distance.
 Day 2 started with reports from emerging institutions. Mr. Poggy Indra Aditya, Indonesia, 
described in his presentation how relationship between doctors and engineers changed after the 
1st Indonesia Telemedicine Workshop in 2016. One of the aims of our activity is to create a good 
relationship between doctors and engineers. His presentation proved that it is coming along. 
Concurrent sessions, JSPS seminar and Engineering Workshop, followed. Heated discussions 
were engaged in both sessions, from both perspectives of medical doctors and engineers.
 ATS comes back to Fukuoka, Japan, for the 12th meeting in November of 2018. Prof Shimizu 

passes the baton to Dr. Tomohiko 
Moriyama to be chairman of the 
symposium. Our telemedicine group 
is growing, welcoming new comers 
including successors of founders who 
created the platform of telemedicine. 
A flow of telemedicine is spreading 
to new members and generations. 
We hope to see all the pioneers 
and those who forge the future of 
telemedicine in the next ATS.

(Ryoko Yoshida)
Figure 6-1	 Group	photo	with	local	participants




