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ABSTRACTS

Akihide OSHIMA

Oe Bunmei’ s Syphilis Treatment Methods as seen in Hasegawa Sosen’ s Baiso Shinsho
(New Book on Syphilis)

The Prefectural University of Kumamoto holds a medical manuscript about Syphilis. It is based
on materials compiled by the surgeon Hasegawa Sosen, headmaster of the Medical Clan-School
Hakusaikan of the Kasama domain (northern Kanto region).

The title on the cover of this manuscript Baisé Shinsho ( “New Book on Syphilis” ) suggests that
Hasegawa referred to the Japanese translation of Joseph Plenck’ s Doctrina de morbis venereis
published in 1821. But his manuscript does not show any relation to Western concepts and
treatment methods. It is divided into Baisé Shinsho and Baiso Yoroku ( “Important Records on
Syphilis” ). The first part goes back to Oe Bunmei (1757-1812) who served as a physician in
the domain of Nakatsu (western Kyushu). It is completely identical with the manuscript Baiso
Keikenho ( “Well-proven Treatments of Syphilis” ) kept in the Oe Medical Archive (Nakatsu)
and even repeats a set of “Medical Principles” (Isoku) that was developed by Oe as an ethical
guideline for himself and his descendants. The second part Baiso Yoroku begins with an untitled
text written by the Kasama Clan physician Terao Ryajun. Terao, a disciple of the renowned
herbalist Ono Ranzan (1729-1810), was well versed in traditional Chinese medicine and seems
to have adhered to the “Ancient Practice School” (Ko-ihd-ha). His deliberations are followed by
another untitled text written by Oe Bunmei.

Paying attention to the personal constitution of his patients and the actual state of the disease,
Oe studied a wide range of old and new Chinese literature. Thanks to his practical approach and
skillful practice he enjoyed a considerable reputation in the Buzen und Bungo Provinces. There
was no direct exchange between the Kasama domain and the Nakatsu domain, but as Oe’s
writings were used in a clan school more than 1100 km away from his native domain Nakatsu, the
extent of his impact in early 19th century Japan deserves a renewed examination.

This paper includes the complete annotated text of the manuscript compiled by Hasegawa Sosen.

Yoichi YOSHIDA
Diaries of the Yokoi Family

The history of the Yokoi family goes back to the 17th century when they served the Ogasawara
Clan. After the Okudaira Clan moved to the Nakatsu domain in 1717, they lived in the village
of Nagasoe (District Shimoge, now part of Nakatsu City) where Yokoi Hosen started to practice
medicine. Having received an intensive traditional education in the famous Kangien Academy, his
grandson Kojo (1845-1916) established a flourishing private school called Baiyosha ( “Cultivation
House” ) in Nakatsu. In 1869 he was appointed to the clan school Shinshiikan in the castle town
Nakatsu.

Among numerous manuscripts, books and documents etc., kept in the Nakatsu History Museum
there are 17 diaries. Their title Kenken Roku ( “Record of relentless earnest efforts” ) refers to a
hexagram in the Chinese classic Yiing: “The noble man makes earnest efforts throughout the
day” . This paper presents three volumes covering the period from 1863 (Bunkyd 3) to 1864 (Genji
1). They provide glimpses of the situation in the Nakatsu domain and the educator Kojo during the
turbulent times at the end of the Edo period.

Toshihiro SOGA, Hirofumi TAKAKURA
Responses to infectious Diseases in Edo-Period Nakatsu as seen in Historic Records

The Somachi-Daicho ( “Town Records” ) of the castle town Nakatsu is a register of events,
decisions, announcements, etc., spanning from 1718 to 1866. It was kept by representatives of
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the “townsmen” (chonin) and stored in the communal house (machi kaisho). It contains many
notes about infectious diseases as these required collective responses. Local physicians such as
Kamio Yusaku posted infection prevention measures on the local bulletin board and promoted
the introduction of cow-pox vaccination. The “Town Records” also mention incantations and
prayer ceremonies conducted in local temples and shrines especially during the cholera epidemic
of 1858/59. In order to ward of infectious diseases, the Kohyo-Shrine conducted a more than 1200
years old puppet play with wooden figures of Shinto deities wrestling in various arrangements.
While its religious connotations have disappeared, this play is performed on certain occasions until
present times.

Yuki WASHIZAKI

On the Afterword of the Manuscript Hokoku Kiké ( “Bungo Travelogue” ) kept by the
Yabakei-Museum (Nakatsu)

The manuscript Hokoku Kiké ( “Bungo Travelogue” ) kept by the Yabakei Museum (Nakatsu City)
describes a journey through the province Bungo during the Genroku era (1688-1704). It was
written by the renowned Confucian scholar and naturalist Kaibara Ekiken (1630-1714) from the
Fukuoka domain (Chikuzen Province). The travelogue itself is published and well known, but this
manuscript copy shows not only a remarkable foreword, but also an afterword in classical Chinese.
It was written around 1780 by Kaku Genryi, a Sake brewer, Confucian scholar and alderman
of the castle town Nakatsu. In his afterword, he cites from the geographical “Thoughts about
Historical Vestiges in Buzen” (Buzen jiseki ko), the bibliographical dictionary “Record of virtuously
tolling Temple Bells in Buzen and Bungo” (Hoshé zenmei roku. 1750) and numerous other writings
about the region. There can be no doubt, that this was an ardent collector with a wide range of
interests, who belongs to those circles in the merchant class that were able to be on par with the
socially higher ranking samurai.

Yuki NAKAMURA

Crude Drug Merchants in the Nakatsu Domain and their Relation with travelling Drug
Sellers from Toyama

Based on the Sémachi-Daiché ( “Town Records” ) of the castle town Nakatsu, this study traces
the activities of local crude drug merchants (vakushusho) and their relation with travelling drug
merchants from Toyama who used to sell crude drugs and medicine throughout the archipelago.
Within the limited medicinal market of the Nakatsu domain the income of local drug merchants
depended almost entirely on the regional economic situation and the commercial policy of the
ruling Okudaira Clan. As the “Town Records” of the 1850s show, they set up a “Drug
Merchant Association” (yvakushu-nakama). This association started to manage the local distribution
of drugs and restrict the activities of merchants from Toyama who were trying to expand their
sales in the domain.
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