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- There was a large crowd of people
waiting in front of the PMS clinic in
Afghanistan. A mother was holding her
baby who had already died. In 2000, they

had a severe drought and people had no

choice but to drink dirty water. Dysentery

0 i
K /«5 had spread among the people, especially
L .’: 4 i% young children.
M ) :
\ i |l There is an Afghan saying: In
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Afghanistan, one can live without gold, but
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not without snow. Snow in the Hindu
Kush Mountains melts into rivers in
summer and gives water to the land and
people of Afghanistan. Most of the people
are farmers, and water is essential.

But that year there was very little snow
in the mountains. Global warming was
said to be the reason. Soon the fields
dried up. It meant that everyone would
starve and die. They would have to
abandon their villages and become
refugees.

For several years, Dr. Nakamura had
been helping people there through his

medical activities. At that time, however,

he realized what people needed to survive

NSASCFED ol

was not only medical care. First of all,
they needed water.

In July 2000, he and the PMS staff
started the “Water Supply Project.” They
decided to dig wells for the people as soon
as possible, and as many as possible.

The most important thing was to act
“quickly.” People would be forced to
abandon their villages and become
refugees without clean water. Immediately
a young Japanese volunteer went into
many villages to investigate the damage
caused by the drought. He determined
where wells needed to be dug, prepared
materials, and organized the villagers.
After doing all this, they could start
digging wells. In a 3-week period he and
the local people started digging 120 wells!

PMS was
organization for digging wells. Dr.

not a professional
Nakamura realized that they did not have
the necessary professional skills to dig

wells. Then he called a Japanese expert,

and the staff mastered the skills quickly.
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They also had to take the local conditions

into consideration. To dig suitable wells
for this area, PMS combined modern ideas
with traditional local skills.

PMS needed a lot of money to keep
digging wells. They needed to pay local
workers and buy materials. Peshawar-kai
was not a big NGO but its projects were
supported by donations from thousands of
people in Japan. The staff and the local
workers kept digging wells one after
another. Even during air bombing by the
USA in Afghanistan in 2001, they didn’t
stop digging wells.

KDEVEBIICEFE DAL (2002F78278)

As of June 2003, Dr. Nakamura and the
PMS staff had dug more than 1,000 wells
in villages in Afghanistan! Thanks to their
project, nearly 300,000 people were able to
remain in their villages. They could avoid
becoming refugees, and they could keep
working as farmers. Villagers came to the
wells and pumped clean water.

Unfortunately, there was an accident
during the project. A local worker in a
village mistakenly fell into a well and lost
his life. Dr. Nakamura visited the village
to mourn his death. When he met the
young man’s father, the old man hid his
grief and said, “I appreciate your project
here in our village. Your wells have saved
5,000 villagers. I'm very proud of my son
having worked together with you.” He
added, “This village had no wells, and the
only spring that was eight kilometers away

from our village also dried up. When we

almost gave up living in this village, you
appeared here. This is a miracle from
God.”

KONt (EERIUCET (2002F118178)
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Dr. Nakamura has been staying in this

» area for 20 years and will keep working for
people in Afghanistan. His motto is “Go
where others would not want to go. Do

what others would not want to do.”
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