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This research is a case study of Global Seminar, a collaborative learning class in which Japanese and international students
discuss sensitive topics together. The participants were asked to decide sensitive topics and conduct independent
discussions. In this study, we evaluated the self-growth of Japanese students and international students using the
evaluation framework of citizenship education (Byram,2008), and explored new possibilities of citizenship education.
Students voluntarily participated in the seminars such as “War and Peace”, “Meat and Deforestation”, “Prenatal diagnosis
and Abortion”, “LGBT +”, “Natural Disasters and Lives”, and “Death with Dignity, Euthanasia”. The pre-learning
materials were distributed to all participants by the member designated each time. They learned materials in advance and
then made the discussion in the classroom. Minutes were written every time. Byram (2008) argues that intercultural
citizenship education consists of five levels, two of which are “pre-political” and the other three are “political”. The
former are levels where learners reflect on themselves and others critically and propose alternatives. The latter are the
ones where they take action to instigate change in society and act upon as a transnational group. As a result of analyzing
the minutes with the KJ method, the growth of students was reflected in the “pre-political stage” and “political stage”.
We are considering of developing this educational practice and offering courses as an official course at ISI. It will not
only promote the self-development of students, but also foster supranational citizenship and human resources that will
lead to world peace.
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Our school values intercultural communication. Communication is not just peaceful and pleasant
things. Our lives also contain conflict and misunderstanding. Normally we talk about academic
subjects. For a change, how about we try talking about sensitive issues: war and peace, love and hate,
abortion, LGBT+ issues, mental health. Talking with different people allows us to see the bigger
picture and broadens our world view. Due to our cultural backgrounds we can have different views
on the same topic. Through encountering about other points of view we can internalize our values

and thought patterns to a greater extent.

Communication methods: Japanese, English, other languages, gestures, pictures, efc. Anything is

fine.

Who? 3-5 Japanese students and 3-5 international students
When? Every one or two weeks

Where? To be confirmed...

Topics? You decide!
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