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A Study on the Position of Nursing Ethics in Clinical Nursing Practice
— Analysis of Structure of Human Needs of Students in Clinical Nursing Practice —

Masami Maruyama

Abstract

This paper is to analyze students’ reports on nursing ethics.

Frequency of words used by students in Clinical Nursing Practice was analyzed by means of WORD-
SEP (frequency of word program) .

This is an adaptation of Zipf’s law. Zipf interpreted this fact as a factor expressing the fundamental basis of
human behavior for “least effort”. This program analyzed the structure of the word frequencies in computer
programming languages and manuals of computer by the same method as Zipf’s. I could approach the study of
the structure of human needs of students in Clinical Nursing Practice.

The result of analysis showed that these words such as “kanja”, “kango”, “enjoy” contained the arguments
towards the problems. The view of nursing ethics was to assess the students’ understanding of ‘patient-
centered’ of clinical practice of nursing. From these observations, I could approach the study of structure of the

position of nursing ethics in clinical nursing practice.
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Fig. 2-3. The number-frequency relationship of words. (A) Homer's Iliad,.
(B) James Joyce's Ulysses.

HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND THE PRINCIPLE OF
LEAST EFFORT, An Introduction to Human Ecology by
GEORGE KINGSLEY ZIPF, Harvard University
(Facsimile of 1949 edition) p.34, Fig-2-3.
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