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Images of Japanese pre—vocalic [1] in Regional Areas:

A Questionnaire Survey in the Kansai and the Kyushu Areas

Masataka Jinnouchi

This article reports on images of Japanese velar consonants [n] and [g] in pre-
vocalic position in two dialect areas, the Kansai and the Kyushu, where these appear in
free variation. (In standard Japanese, these are conditioned variants of the same
phoneme.) 50 university students in each area were asked to evaluate these two sounds
in terms of 16 items by the SD (semantic differential) method.

It was revealed that although similar responces were generally obtained with
regard both to region and to sex, Kyushu females regard [n] as much more polite,
correct, educated and feminine than [g]. This result seems to be an explanation of my
observation in the Kyushu area that [n] is used much more by female than by male
and in formal situations than in informal ones.
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