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The actuality of modern design

HHE M

Koca Téru

This paper brings philosophical foundations to the
‘argument of a modern design through evaluating
philosophical theories about art and technology. Classical
aesthetics of Kant and Hegel distinguishes the freedom
of arts from the necessity of technology. Contemporary
philosophers, such as Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger and
Lukdcs, define the freedom as the possibility to transcend
the ordinary world ruled by technological rationality.
They say the transcendence makes the core of modern
art. But, such possibility seems to be too powerless to
influence the automatism of technology. Benjamin denies
the transcendence inherent to fine art in order to save
the very ideal of it. He relies on the technology to change
the real world ruled by wrong rationality. This paper
tries to connect his theory to define the philosophical
concept of a modern design. But, it is dangerous for
Adorno because cultural industries have filtered total
experience in the world. It seems that the concept of
design has been totally sacrificed. The decay of the ideal
of modern design between art and technology is
unavoidable because art and technology are
indistinguishable, only in the sense contrary to the
meaning that Benjamin aimed.
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