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Thesis Summary

The purpose of this study was to develop an effective course for teaching medical English specifically to
radiological technologists (RTs). In Japan, there has been an increase in foreign tourists and residents in
recent years. In addition, with the upcoming 2020 Olympics, the need for healthcare professionals to
communicate with foreign patients has also increased. However, there are no commercially available
clinically-oriented English language-learning textbooks for RTs. Japanese RTs are involved in
communication with patients during diagnostic imaging, radiation treatment planning and carrying out
treatment plans. Therefore, they need good communication skills in order to do their jobs effectively and
reduce patients’ anxieties At Kyushu University's Graduate School of Medical Sciences, a vocabulary-based
course in English for RTs was created using iBooks Author for iPads and taught to 11 master's course students,
who hold Japanese RT licenses. The students’ scores showed statistically significant increases of 8.9 points
on average in vocabulary (maximum: 20) and 8.9 points on average in the pronunciation of medical terms

(maximum: 25). The course was effective in improving students” communication skills for the clinical area.
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