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Realism as an Attitude: Transcending the Modern in Asian Art

Entering the archive of the Fukuoka Asian Art
Museum (FAAM) in 2011 as a researcher
triggered my interest in studying the history of
exhibitions on Asian art.! Accessing the many
files, photographic albums and Video Home
System (VHS) tapes allowed me to trace the
curatorial field work of early Japanese curators
actively mapping the field of Asian art from 1979
to the 1990s. In particular, the FAAM’s archive of
photographic documentation of the curators’ field
trips demonstrated how curators like Ushiroshoji
Masahiro, Jim Supangkat, Ray Albano and Redza
Piyadasa paved the way for subsequent
generations of curators working in the same field
by constructing the art histories of this region
while simultaneously mapping it curatorially
through the Asian Art Shows. This paper will
focus on the 4" Asian Art Show Fukuoka —
Realism as an Attitude (henceforth referred to as
4" Asian Art Show), and how this exhibition
marked an art historical recontextualisation of
‘modern art’ in Southeast Asia that was
previously yoked to Euroamerican art history to
new forms of Realism emerging from specific

local and regional social, economic and political

conditions, marking a ‘new post-modern age in
Asia’2

Figure 1. Ushiroshoji Masahiro at the st
Moctar Apin in 1994.

udio of

The art historical task of interviewing artists
in their studios, and diligently documenting their
works revolved around constructing biographies
of Asian artists who have been largely
circumscribed by national art histories with
relatively little exposure regionally or globally in
the 1980s and 90s. This biographical approach
was carried out by a series of Asian Art Shows in
Japan from 1979 onwards, starting with the Asian
Artists Exhibition/Modern Asian Art. Ushiroshoji
summarises the first three Asian Art Shows

succinctly:

The sole intention of the 1% Asian Show was
to introduce as many artists as possible from
each Asian country. As a result (looking
back on it now), the show offered a lineup of
the pioneers of Asian art. The 2™ Art Show
introduced the trends taking place among
young Asian artists. Under the theme of

‘Symbolic Visions in Contemporary Asian
Life,” the 3™ Asian Art Show concerned
itself with anti-formalist tendencies that
were manifested throughout Asia.’

The 4" Fukuoka Asian Art Show opened in
1994 with its stated curatorial ambition to
‘grasp what is taking place in Asian art in the
aftermath of modernism’.* Curator and art
historian, Ushiroshoji Masahiro in his essay in
the exhibition’s catalogue heralded the end of
modern art in Asia with the advent of the

post-modern:

The curtain is about to close on Asia’s
modern age when learning from the “West”
was insisted upon as an absolute value. In
keeping with this, the framework of the
“modern period” of Asian art is also being
transcended. The advent of a new kind of
realism proclaims the start of a new

post-modern age in Asia.’

Its theme Realism as an Attitude grew out of an
awareness of cultural differences in Asia and the
need to transcend these differences through
mutual understanding. As Ushiroshoji explains,
“Realism as an attitude transcends the influence
of simple imitation of the West and the powerful
allure of uncritically referencing tradition” as “a
movement transcending the framework of
modern art [that] can also be observed in the
formats and materials” as changes in Asian
societies call for new modes of representation.®
The selection criteria emphasised artworks
involving social issues and expressing realities
relevant to artists working in the 1990s, and the
exhibition mapped Southeast Asian art with a
slant towards issues concerning the issue of
representation and how artists perceive and make
art in the changing social, historical and political
conditions they live in.” The six subthemes for
the exhibition were: Society as Reality, Nation,
Nationality and History, The City and
Consumption, The Image of the Community, The
Natural Environment; and Intimations of
Violence.

The mapping of the “real” and reality in
Southeast Asian art in these six trajectories
opened up the currencies of the curatorial of
Southeast Asian art to re-look at how artists were
exploring different ways of thinking and making
art through new media, installation, performance
and also materials that embody local meanings.
Most importantly, unlike the 3™ Asian Art Show’s
theme of Symbolic Visions, which was narrower
in its scope and approach and problematic in its
conceptual associations with Euroamerican art
history, Realism as an Attitude returned to the
artist and the artworks as entry points to explore
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issues pertinent to the realities of a changing
Southeast Asia in the 1990s.

Building on the biographical research on
Asian artists from the first 3 Asian Art Shows,
Ushiroshoji’s field work based on visits to artists’
studios could be traced form FAAM’s archive. He
visited artists such as Heri Dono, Gregarious
Siddharta, Anusapati, A.D Pirous and Moctar
Apin in Indonesia(fig.1). For instance, archival
photographs from his field work demonstrates the
importance of the curator actually viewing the
artwork and recording the artistic intention in the
exhibition catalogue. According to Heri Dono,
Watching the Marginal People questions
humanity’s pursuit of technological progress by
suggesting how it is the human being who is
being marginalised and watched by machines
charged to life by the soul of electricity based on
the Javanese animistic beliefs that all things in
the world have a soul (fig. 2). Here, the curatorial
of the postmodern transcends the framework of
modern art seen in Heri Dono’s use of unfamiliar
conventionally non-art materials such as
electrical components synthesised with traditional
masks imbued with their own soul breaks down
the gap between art and the supernatural based on
the lived and therefore real experience of the
Javanese in Indonesia. It was also precisely the
curatorial premise of the postmodern intersecting
with the art historical based on bottom-up
biographical research privileging artistic intention
manifested in the ‘Artist’s Message’ from all the
participating artists in the exhibition catalogue

that produced a sense of contemporaneity in the
4" Asian Art Show.

Figure 2. Photography of Heri Dono with his
installation titled, Watching the Marginal
People, 1992

The 1990s was a formative decade for Asian
art, both curatorially and in terms of art historical
scholarship that advanced in tandem with each
other. The 4" Asian Art Show was part of the
growing constellation of large-scale exhibitions
such as the first Asia-Pacific Triennial of
Contemporary Art in Brisbane (1993) and
Modernity and Beyond: Themes in Southeast
Asian Art (1996), one of the inaugural exhibitions
marking the opening of the Singapore Art



Museum. It remains an urgent task to
comparatively examine the exhibition histories of
these seminal exhibitions, and the density of art
discourse produced during the 1990s, of which
Ushiroshoji is a towering figure.®
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generation an artist participates in 3. Artwork of
high quality with a refreshing expression of
contemporary art (Artwork of direct and shallow
social criticism, rigid expression or works of
immaturity are not accepted) 4. No specification
of form, expression, medium and styles.

§ it was through the efforts of curators and art
historians like Ushiroshoji Masahiro, T.K.
Sabapathy, Jim Supangkat, Apinan Poshyananda,
Marian Pastor Roces, Somporn Rodboon, Redza
Piyadasa, Caroline Turner, John Clark and many
others that constructed the field of Southeast
Asian art both curatorially and art historically in
the 1990s.

NI S A4

BBELLTOITIRLLEWVW) BESDT —
R T UTICRIT D IUEDER~DKDE
ZLTCEOMAERFEZBELTCINLDERY
@sz<%%%#%$iﬂt%®?%6
DFEY BN LDLE I, HEEL LT
@UTUXAu\mﬁwmﬁéﬁM%hﬁw
SERCHIZR RO R A ML |, THRSHEM D
HCH, ZE TOIEMREMOMMI %t 2
LEPENAH LI XD, TIUTIKBITD
HEOED, FLWRIOEEZ LT L L
TeD72, CHEES OBPULHEL | 0722
B TR FEAEMRL S 1990 FARICTREN L 72
T—T 4 A RO R E R KB L 2 K
ERICESEZBELS bDTho7-, DFV, #
LUICBD L MESL, EDEICT—T 4 A b
LOLRAFTHOEE DD & MR
L BORMIRBLOHTT — h & & 2 HEL 72
DINE VI BEITHESNT, BESIIRE T
TT OEMENMER T IO TH D, TRERIC
i, MEE OB TEZE, RKE, L
LT/ S AR THEEED A A—)
R L LTORRITBIOHNE N 2KD
Ny ®6e>OYTT—<nboi,
ZD6ODT =L, WET VT E
fiio B LHEEEZBH LLZLET, £
OHMOERET VT EMDOF 2 L—a Ui,
T—=T 4 A ML, EOXIITLTHRA 2
BELREER L, B LWBHER A v A& L—
vay, NI F—<r A, L THUER R
AR ARBLY 53 2l L CEIFER 2 HIET
2O FRGEET D TN A>Tz, 5 3 [
TIUTEMED TREOMOREME] L)
TR, FORBRLFIEN LV RERT,
B D FEMTEL & ORI 27228 0 b %
e b D ThHoT-OIZK L, BBELLTOY
T U XA LRI, 1990 FEAROEIRT D RE T ¥
T OBEIZBED DA R T 270D AY



A& LTT—7 4 A MREIFEMICEZHIR
722 lid FERETREZLTH D,

IO 3EOT VT EMEN DI E o 72,
TYT DT —F 4 A MIBET DIE5H 7R
WA BT 20372 6T B/NRIRD E e L7
T—F 4 A NDREIFHRNCH &< B
A OLEIX, BT 2T EE DT — D A

WRESINTWD, KiZ, 1 R T

Ve R)Ro7vatd ooy, 7X
PRF 4 AD Pr—R, ETHX)L - TEL
M LTz, &0 b KOBLHFHE OFERE
Bk, FEANENEREERLL, 7T«
A NOBRERES 0 7 ERTH L
DEEMEEZRL TS, ~Y « K22,
(EABDOANx ZRLDY) Lo ERIZ, AR
B o EBRT 2 Z LIZOV TS b o
ThHDH, WIIAECBNT, EOH B0
LORRAEFFOLNI VX TDT =3I XA
HKS&, BROBUC K - THEE 2T HIC X
ST, ABEAERRE S B S LT 2R
ERBLTHND (K2) ~U - F2iE, i
iﬁim_mw%hé_&wt#ot%%ﬁ
i, BlE b OB B & A G R T
T2 2 LT, ETE MR b 0 & D
DOIFE=Y Z#FE L TW5D, T, 4> Fx
T DOTx T NE S TE, EIRICRELRE
VT NIRERIRDTH D, KA R - X%
Fal—varTEHIEN EXT—h
OPAEBZ TN Z LIZ2 B35 —20D
BIA, EIZAY - R OERBZDE, &6
TUEART VT RIFES Z v 7 TiE, ER
DL MR EREBEOSELBEL
TWd, 7T—7 4 A NOERBT 5EMBIER
ZREAR 525 X D728 b AT v TRIOET

TOTEWEEIEDLTEI otz
—BELD,

/N & AR 72 o TR ENIEL T T
— PN (T T EHUCE S 1L D T VERRO%
fe) SRNKOFEEAR L BROKITE NS
HHEHNET, b ZOHD—ATHY
BN S EHEDRTE, ot e E
IHLITC, BARDNEEESTNWIZAD &
BWEFT LT AR L1720 T4

BOMFSEIC IS Ll a, KA - X &
ﬁ#éﬁé&w5%1v~yay@%%ﬁ

ICARESZ45 M6 LD TNDDOT
%@

1990 AERIZT T EMIC & > T, RTER
FAFH LD FERIBSBEWICH I L CHiE L
oo WhIE TR 10 4] Thotz, # 4
Bl7 o7 EMEIZ, 7 V7 RPEBRREN R
Jxrh—b (19934, 7Y ARy) R, v
¥ H R EAE OBIE & fifi - 7o R R 0 —
“>C¥ > 72 Modernity and Beyond: Themes in
Southeast Asian Art (1996) D L 9572, Z D
EICHIHL TS RRBRES O —2IC 8z
bbb, ZNLEENER S IREROER
&\ 1990 ERITIER S NI EIRDF (£ D
AN/ NI R E S B o72) & HLBGE
THZ LT, ABICBNTHBREOMBTHh
5, °

Lo2b1 2011486 F 16 A2 5 2011 4E8 H 9
HE TROBFRICH L TEEEZIRIEL T
T E R A i He 42D JENYSES 1 7' I & | BF
2L L TR ANT —H A 705 % 78
N IRY e R R QR W ik 1 e
ES R R I AN
2 M/NEERESL THEEEL LCD U 7 U X A—90
FROT T EMIME AR U7 LR B
ELLTOY 7Y XL] (K. ERTEN
i, 1994 4F, 38 K,
KRB AABEORESZ A FVE, 5
4 |7 U7 E MBI E ROD SR Th
L, TAUE—EANTIZ 00 0T F it
ZT=b DT RES DT —~ L Realismas an
Attitude] THD EVH Z & BREMGEIZK
WTHBEN TS 72D, AT H L A2 &

BN S ADEEFICFET

BEHOLFHB L L BT, RVIE
N

UN AR A

BNEEA LD TBEN LD, =8
W RIS, 7 27 EMICEP Y 720
EWVHBES T LN EMTE (7Y
T EMERERE) T, FBEEV TV W

3 4B, 35 H,

4 L85y, 35 H

5 rigw, 38H

6 143, 35 HE

T BB =D THAERIEROKATRBIC S

W) 477 EMR BELLTO

U7 U XA (8% | AR EAAR, 1994 47,

32 H) IZBWT, 4 ODOEERLET LITFD
A SN TWD,

1 th2f e MEE#RE AT 51ER

2 FORYOBFEIIHEELES ETHEE

DK T BB ESR

3 BMREM & LT RB L mWEEFF

O, (B TRttt plcm & 72

WH DR, BRI E EESTHDHD

TR & MRS E UTRZR S OIESZ T AR,

4 fESOERIZR bR,

8 1990 ERICHB N TIRET U7 £/
ITRESE LTHEMLMIEE LTHHES

AT 3 AU/ NS HERL T, K. P e—

R A R NIV - A v ¢

V. wIUT e RAEZ— v R,V UR—

Vem RR—y, Ly EXEY Fyrn

FAY - H—F— Var-sT7—7 FL

TEDOMEL DF 2 L—F— L EWFLFTEE

DEINZEDHDT,

1 E7ZNLTELDAZDFICTHE
AT O %/ NEEHESL (1994 4)

®2 (AEOALERSD) L~ - K/ (1992
)

N YN T

=Y &

BT Lz, 20d & REFERHIRIL, T
L0 A E LTz, oA S
DA B FERIZEOND N SATLEDR,
HHIANTNDFRDITIT, B/NES NG,

& TLI, TUT7 EMEICEDL TLh-o
ttmiﬁkiéﬁhﬁ%Ewth&wﬁ
BOOFHEN LI b B R m



L7z, ZRW, AT & - T, Hifloie—5%
AT RERAICARYE L, LT, &
M T LY BIRZ TV e BB TRk
B BNESABNy s T T LTLIES D
ZliZiey | BALTNLENECOA v x—
DI DOHREIREEBNTL EE =0 TT,
(ORI HIE L TOZRWELC E > TiE, A
WCHEENET L,

Bite = — LA EBME L) oS
SHNBBET, RALIIT—DHDA v
B Rt R RS, BAEOE A AL
HREGRFETOIA I 7T, TUTE

WEEDT NS POBEHZ W ZIZNWTZ &b,

RERFICARV E L, BT 27 bE
OFRROEEL GO+ HBOT VET
DEFT, BEAZLOMRETLEZ, o7y
FDFERIENIZN D H L BFEOE LIS,
BN S DDA B iE, ARSI
FH A, PTHRHIT, LELLFUITONTD
RV 1%, W BGOPIZZENTZL S I

BET, HoEMT THY B omEs
A ML, RIS TRV RES
DFRFSCRFMEN ORI, EH 2R b
W Z AR M 2O DR T 7 =
w7y OB, WNKREOFES LTzB L
BOMENTZAQA TPy hOUEDOE
DDEA ML, IRA BT F A PO
RS EFERT D20, B/NES ADIETX

F LRI 2P E S AT L OERLITFENDY

WEOANEERD E L, FEFBEET
Mz & BREMRPEE I BD 2 FIEROMRE D
HAFEEHT TOETH, RANBESANDLEA
22 LD ESAENETHIZE NN L EN
£

L AT, RERBMEHNIE TN
T2 CHAE 2R WE/ N S A DR ITIERIE Y |
RN B, FRHZWET B oD L 5 225K H
SRIZEBNWET, HIENLRRWVIER
HVET, TVETOT AL FOPIH, %
N RN EZ RN L T2 0T
5L BTFORIZIMNBENSANSELSD L
RoT&FE Lz, BPMBEIAE, BEANT
[, N SAEMBALEEET, —EFEOR
AR T2 o AN AL BYEATT,
ZDONELTEN], - —BROLBEODL, =
ADBTERENBEE E Lz, R, HEEOFL
2o T, Zhudmgle—8, <Lz, 4T
i, TVRICEL TE oz, (29 ThRITFh
I A DONAEZTRNDD) E B o TOETA,
WUEHIEZENEZ TR Do 72D T, T
BARBHEH L, FOENDRITITICN S0
DFE Lz, TOHRNMES AL LWEHE >R

NOBEED, FAAOENIIIZ TV R ET
S&, Kb ebiczEhagfLt<nkcds
TL7, BB SADZEAR, H#EZDHTH
DNEDRSR A 2 —ET Lk 25 DRI
3 ATEBBIT HE Lic, dd T, EH L
E35

ZL T, BABEADBNT TEEDT —
RN T Z &1, 5DOKRTHDHT—TF
4 AR, 2z T IV EDHEWITH
R FE LT,

BTN EMEE TOA & — R, R
FAT 2T ~OFHE DN 0 I/ N & A DS KA
IS BHFONTZ ERH Y £ Lz, ZORE,
HALHETIE DROBEB) &5 7V —T
BTN Ty, == OfER Ty 7
NTF ¥ RV ET A O (FiEE) (Floating) 7%
BRENTVWE Lz, ZOE, BEhRnwad
DG &2 Te s B LZ2WHIERE, 2 LT
ﬁz&w%%:MAfwtﬂu\%%%ﬁ%
SIIZWVD b, O L 7 A EEIR) 72
EMNORMTHLHEOT T, 5EHEREL S
BN OB T DIEME RIZ, 47 1 A
ERITHLTOBRE~EESTHELT, 2
DORAFE B O~ L BNEEAE TR
L7l BN S ATz < T2 ofEdfi
—RAfTHRNWE IR B ThE, HEIC
HOTITMONRERL RSELWES
BHYFEFR] ERBoLeoDTY, ZTh
FTH ZOEROBINITE Y BN TVE
L7223, %/ EADO—F T, 1EROE 5
TERTEA, BORNCED > LIEAY . 1B
BNAMICRZIBD E Lz, 29\ o - it
3, BB EADTIFICNWD &, IEIY
FLEN, ZOROBNMNESAIZELD, 2=
Y OESDOEHITH DU BTNV T D
BIREZRFEIT, FAAS = = v R B 5 —h &
20 BUFBOREE~L DR IR & Ao
T2 DR B L TR ERA,

A B =N LBIEE T, BNKESA
DLTLKEEST=ZLIZRAY Lo RBERL
PHETHNDEA I, LHBBEE T 2 &
NELS B T, KL S, BUR
%%@?4&~&w5&$#%%%noo%
DHMICE 5T, —fRARERTORE L
@%%i%ﬁﬁw#%bhiﬁboﬁ%\m
&#\&mﬁﬁmﬁﬁfw<i5@:k%m
Kz B T ) B TR BUERTIC
TE=DOHDOY 2 8 A F =D H EIF @
bo ., ERSAFICE > TRERAKALET
HDHZEEMHEESE T ND Y2 A4
FLHABICHEVWE L, 2058 T, I
HRDZEER—MHTDHZEN, EHTHD
BORLpAe b Bl TunET, /s

h&f*%éﬁf“tﬁhtﬁﬁ@%%\i

ZIZONTOFESL W, BILTERR O 5]
THal—F—Da—V - V=D
KIZ—FEICHITZZ &, RBICEAESATLL .
FHEFAT TR LN D NN ST
Wiz e, BOHEIREEEA,

BEE, WHTBHTEIZEVET, &
DEf, TYVEICEAINTIZLN-72TT,
SbER, BLOVIHZ —FEICE TS
DI LEHY DO,

BER (22 - FTrrIv) (B /v
T Fx /R -EFA 445508 2000
£ ( Yuan Goang—ming Floating/Single
Channel Video 4’50” 2000/W&iEM : B&
T& Photo courtesy of the artist)

(W& DA - Mk, B



TIVTOHEE EBIZ

Z DR OUAEZ NN R, Lo IS
BENATEDIINL O OF T DA RIS 7=,
WG H DTN O DETHRIE S AL
FSESE ML TRFELINE Z—fE
SHE TN ZWnT,

R

1990 FAFTH, BT Do, AENTRY
Przrde £ T L= Y U ZEE, REICK
DAEATE, BROKEFRFRFFICAD E
FAD BRSNS DT o — b~y g T
NELLE LR bEAKREICE T, 4T
LEMABRIZKEY 5 & BARITRZIED Y O
DEFRNZEAEND, ZIAEDLEITINHAD
7o BRBIC R D DIXHOER I LS, B
HHEIL S ACHID TR S T2DE, ERhbE
ERFEBERFE THFORK T L TH LI
TR A ENTW LR o7, FiaROHEEE
BCAIT L & TR AR A L ERERAT A2 b
DI (Vv ay—L3hy & TR ERfE
LZotRER) o< 0| AT H —RIREA
TOMRE LIRS o70, /NS TR
DIFH DIFIET, ZOWEBEND TS - T
UTEIEORE LA Sk, THREENDHY)
HT fRANEE LRIV TR, ZRS AND4 R
7ELn) ZENT ST TE Rno7e 2
LERZTVWS, PIOTRBENT HH%/IMES
AIPBITRE L B O ABR N LW
DG A o, WG LI, MR TR
WMOFEE ST LTV a2 ALY LTVEEY N
DBEBREONNET, 7 V7 ENEN & 5 15[
T 2V, BT TRz E BN R b
L7,

Vardi %

LR A B U, R CIHER Ehaifil o (L
P LW ToRE, BRI RSS2
BHONEZHETHEDS Z LicRy, #HY53E
BoJix, ZOBIIUNKRZOHERIZR O
To B/ NG S A EIED Y AT E | BN
REMTRE, TESRE R S a2z, =0
W%/ M S AT DART N B R ZTEA TWD Y 7
JLTRIZA S TWAIIE 0 Z & &FE LI,
], TR ~7=Y UL ok 5
TEMRELALEVIFEE SN, FOFED
RETHD [HE - YL ai - BREE
BIZHLIEREN BILZE DFEOFEEREE
[ZiEITAL, 2014 ] BB Rt To 20 H
Stz BMEREOIER 7 T EMEE, R
ArfE, SRR ST O R B O e &

AT —HE LTz Y UVIHERUKRE Z &bt

BOREGPLE ST, EORFER/NNES AT Y
TVOIIFRICH D, BAROFEEHOMTYH
T 7 UNSEVNBETEWRO T e —F &Y

Y7y hOEEIZOT TR L, DAL
OBOT-OET BT OHENFENER(I
R) AT T NELEEBLEIICE- L
2o Tz, H/NE S A DD R VN~
D ARN ST,

X1 20144£10H 24 A
o526 EEEEBERX @A St
#BAIBHILEAD LEOE BFE (I X)

a1

BEEEHICEHbom), MEST VT E
WBLE Y VR T L7 BTSN DS
ZATEDFERTS 9 bic, BRI & et
[Zhxote, ZTZTHEFR LW ERN, %/
S ADOBE R HEFEIR B T2 & | RRIFTER
FOHTHBAFEI LT Y LY Lic, 20
JEVEI D730 7223, 2013 D E%/NK S
A TUNRFREBE DR R AT 72
S0 THASH LR —BAREE OMGE & A =
Z—E% (KPOP) ] &\ 9 Z A FL T HKO
WA Lz, FMOENTEE Ko~ bk
F o IEFHOMFEN, HHT — LDORET
W EN R & HRE SRR IND Y 22 A L AT
5 < W TV T, #E O KR
{EORENTEIZZ LITAARTOHBAERT
BTy rw—r Lirols, BEDEKIT
RO T4 haLy iy a s bZiaIcE
72®KPOP =2 > ¥— R D DVD ML 23 L7223 5
ALY — YT —OBRREFRRLTCH Lo,
HE 3TCU L& —7 LI RS Ik
FHICDF &G DE 7 = A 572, #%boT
MOG/INEE A EBEAET B TR IO T A
VoY a T TRATEF IV =—HEDER L
SEFELLRNY,

& EfE

BB

2015 4, 4 O CH 5 iBESTE MRS
(W2%) SN PHRITHRPEEN L & 727
BURENH Y OFTIZ /5T, EoF LW
W BINESAMBED A= Ty 7=
2—ARRPIALF LTZ) EdboT, BAT
{TEES>TWBEBHEEFRNEN L1
WTHERE LTz, FAOETRTO S O LA
SIS ABRERERTHE I TS
N, SERFEBEORME T V7 QXL
HREBENL TS, A0 9 A b EIK
NEROHN B D F ¥ v 78 A THR/NEHEL LA
DOFREZIHEBICLTWARAEEL B
Wz T 2,

ZOXEE, BHFOFE TR TNDL N
R—=IVDRTNTELEDTND, ELITTFV
T NAXY TV = U HR=VBH B, %/
B S ADRBHEFETHNDEIZBEELZ O )
WFBDARAT 4 v 7 a R L b HOF
AT &R L C & 7ot & eirhE, SRt
NS AREE DOV U A =B EWEEOKIET
Mg feiian S & i, EOWmERERE L
g, > AR VHIEOBHRT TV 720N
Te~v—FA4AF DX —HNE— %45 EO)RD
PRICENTE e, ~— T A F UL > TIER
RV THdH B,

K2 <=—IFAFrDF—FNE—

o/ NERERL S AN T2 72727200 & O 28
D ELFELIR, Db SEIERME
BT 44—V RCTIEREND THRTEFERL
D0, WENHIEZ T 577 AR*
DBFHFERFVRTEDLZLEHE DR TH D,

(ELe~LA « MHER SRR EE)



BHPDORG &

BRI RISk NA T 0 2 — 12/ N e 4
& DB 1999 FHIEH, e ED Z D—F T
WHE D, HEFFEME, 8B ARITHK T LY - B
IZDWTCEHLICHZE L T
DTHSTN, EDO—5 THO TRENAT X,

—[EfER R Y == LR RS A Z LT
TRofz, Rl LTWCTHRZREDOEHOARE
S ALITIRY | Rk T 2T AT ORI
BEVIMRT —~RNE5E2bNDZ LTk
72

ZOH_EEDO M) ==L T, A~
H— b LTEDBORFEIIND Y 205,
P EAT o7z, FRBIZIE, (EROZ ORI -
KN, BHOFEWBRE, LiFERT T ¢
TiRESEISERANLABHEAD LTV,
I, BEINEREeHLIC, BB
DIREEEAR L E bNiz, T LTZORE
BELTWDLDONRFRALWVWIFETH T
LD, RAERUT, BA, 77,
LS NI R = = B ST NS = = B/ 7AYo
THFICYZ-oTEY, ZOHPLTEHEEHRA
BUG 218 - T OB/ NEFERE TH
ol b, fERTESEE T 7 MR
FROBHMRFERI LV a L — L, BFREI
A HEa—TELLIEINL TR
ERPRH, FE (Fal—vay) LW T
BT A —NAL TN Z &2 T o,

T & 1T IR QBRSSO TIER <

FEBDMEBNT DB ER D72 RE LD

X ORBREBELTTH D,

=1

Masahiro Ushiroshoji - a key figure, bringing visionary perspectives in the nineties

Mella Jaarsma and Nindityo Adipurnomo,
1988

It was around 1990, when we were contacted
by the Japan Foundation in Jakarta, telling us that
a Japanese researcher would travel to Yogyakarta
to meet us and learn about what we were doing at
Cemeti and meet some of the artists that we
represented. Nindityo Adipurnomo and I were
running Cemeti since 1988 an exhibition space in
Yogyakarta and we were very nervous. It was the
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first foreign curator ever to call on Cemeti to give
attention on the latest developments in the visual
arts in Indonesia.

We worked with a generation of artists who
all grew up under the new order dictatorial
regime of Suharto, who stayed in power for 32
years. We got interested in works that responded
to the specific social and political circumstances
in Indonesia, which was often addressed with a
lot of humour and at the same time with caution.
Not all artists worked with a critical commentary
approach, but various art disciplines have played
a significant role in the post-colonial and national
developments in Indonesia during the last
decades. Through a subtle way, knowing the
borders, art was often oppositional and in protest.

I remember sitting in our small gallery space
with Masahiro Ushiroshoji, and a small Japanese
delegation including a translator. While showing
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Mella Jaarsma

them a slide presentation, Nindityo and me were
telling about the aim of Cemeti and introduced
several artists that had been showing with us. It
was a most awkward experience for us. Each
sentence got translated but there was not any
reaction, nor questions from the curator; just total
silence. Nindityo and me, we had no idea if any
of what we told was understood or there was any
interest at all. We even could not make them
laugh, something Indonesians do all the time,
especially in new situations. The only reaction
was that they wanted to visit the studio of Heri
Dono, and so we brought them there. We were
confused, didn’t know how to connect, but it
turned out that this was the shy beginning of a
long respectful relationship between Masahiro
Ushiroshoji, Cemeti and artists from Indonesia,
which resulted in participations in the ‘The Asian
Art Show’ and later ‘The Fukuoka Asian Art

Triennale’ (since 1999).



Masahiro at opening by Tisna Sanjaya 1995 at
Cemeti, Heri Dono right, courtesy Cemeti

Masahiro Ushiroshoji with his research
focused on the South East Asia region paved the
way and contributed highly to the visibility of the
visual art and related discourses. He connected
the multi- modern and contemporary visual art
movements in Asia in that time, when the rest of
the world hardly knew about the existence of
contemporary art in these regions.

At the eighties and beginning of the nineties,
several other foreign scholars like Astri Wright
and Helena Spanjaard started to research on the
visual art which resulted in the first major
Indonesian painting exhibition, travelling to the
US and the Netherlands (1990 — 1993). But what
had a more direct impact on the art discourse and
developments of art with a social political
perspective, were the ‘Asian Art Show / Fukuoka
Asian Art Triennale’ in Fukuoka and ‘The Asia
Pacific Triennale’ in Brisbane. One of the most
important aspects of these exhibitions was that a
network and friendships started to grow with

artists and curators from the South East Asia and
Asian region, who didn’t have the opportunity to
meet besides being invited to these events in
Japan and Australia. To meet with like-minded,
other artists/ art workers from the region, with
often similar post-colonial and dictatorial regimes,
created confidence and new impulses to develop
once turned back home. These Triennales in
Japan and Australia were often also organised
with residency programs and with opportunities
of studies abroad, contributed to critical thinking.
With the ability of stepping outside the local
culture, the Indonesian artists became more
aware of Indonesian society with its specific

social political circumstances, its history and rich

traditions.

Artist talk with FX Harsono and Hendro
Wiyanto on 'Displaced’ exhibition 2003,
Courtesy Cemeti

When we started in 1988 our goal was to
create a space for artists to meet and exhibit their
works. We anticipated of what was happening, to
learn from it and respond and develop projects
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relevant to the conditions in Indonesia. The way
to survive was to stay low profile and relate to
local circumstances. Our exhibitions and projects
were connected to the local public in a fast
changing society. But through
researchers/curators like Masahiro Ushiroshoji,
bringing art that was essentially political, into an
international context back in the nineties, was for
us extremely valuable.

Masahiro Ushiroshoji has been a key figure
with his involvement at the Fukuoka Asia Art
Museum, creating specific programs and
mapping South East Asia visual art discourses. It
has been of great importance that this platform
with space for the experiment, collaborations,
craft, etc. was established. It has opened
questions about art in the centre and periphery,
low — high art, censorships, local — global and
Fukuoka became a city where artists and
researchers from all over Asia met and exchanged,
influencing the contemporary art up till today.

Thank you so much Masahiro Ushiroshoji for
your contributions and may your students
continue the journey that you started.

Mella Jaarsma

Yogyakarta, 12 March 2020
(HOER—5FFE - F=b7T
A VAT 4T 2 MERBRYE | R

https://www.cemeti.org

AT e ¥—I)VA=

TAANERNLE L, 20U, KbBRO
WELILORRBRCTLE, BEbORETOF
IR SN TWEZDTER, Fal—x—
Tebnbit, Fiucx LT oMIE S 22 iTh
X, ATOBER S 2o DT, #ih, £<
OMETLIZ, =T 4743 EFIE, B2
HOFE LI EREMENTND DN, D
ZEICHEBREFF TV D D0 E S, 4K
BN EFATLI AV BT NEHIZ,
B LU L7- B3RS, AR EhY
LOTEN, FeBITENTHTEEHEAT
L7z, ME—DORINE, ~Y « I ORZTF
WZATE T2, 2 WS Z e 7E-7=07T, £
eBblIZo23T5Z LI LE L, B3I
WICHBLZL, Fokoicasia=r—v
2 U ERS TRWODPRGPHRD 27D T
TR, RICHLNI 2D K91, Ziudg/h



BILET =T 4, ELTA VYRRV T O
T—T4ARMebED, B\, WEICHLE
RO, BbrobkvvyARMBENVIES7=2DOT
T, BT, b F 2T 4 LT —T 4 A b
ebix [7 o7 ER]. 1999 FLAREIE THE
M~y ==L BT D2 L2 b0
<7,

BN S AX, T Y7 "I OBFZEIC
REST, FAHUIEOERKROENICEDLE
MDAV B E, ZRAEBE SN E
Lic. B, ERREBONADZHRET V7
2B DRIHROEMDIFEZ T L A LD
RN LD RIS, BB OB O KM
OB > T o 72D TT,

80 Efk, E LTI FRDOYEH, T A b v
UeTA4 RO, ALT « 2N —FD LD
REDMOINENFER, A RV T%E
WO AR D E Lz, 2N Did, KPIOE

HEipA UV RRUTRREORES E L TREEL,

1990 40 QB RIZNT CTT AV A F T
FEKELE Lz, Ll &0, BAW
RBLEMNG XV EBNICA VRV T D%
BT D ERCEDORIBICE R L 527D
i, o T7 U7 Rl @ s ) =)
— L], ZLTCTY ARV 7 P7 K b
Yz —L] Tli, ZhHDORERICK
D LEEARMEOOE DX, WET VTR
EOMDT T OT —FT 4 AR, Fal—H
—DXy Y= REREFEIRD T L
29ZLTLED, AARA—AFT U T TO
DRI RANY MTHFEENDE T, A
WIZHE SR R0 720 TY, FUEE

FFOoT —7 1 A MROEMWBIRE . 15 ITFER
IR A b« am =T ke, IRk
FITICHD ZENEDPSTOTTR, THW
Sl Nx EDHEWE, BEEES, R
OF T2 E T2 AN LUE Lz, AAREA

—2 17 Y 7D T b DT,

LT VA Tu s abitbh, 7—7 4
A SN TS R L JREI AR
EEBLI LICHEBL TVE Lz, sy
RIXACD RPN BRIk > T, A
YRR TOT—F 4 A M, TOEA D
KW BIRRPRILUZ D DA RR U T e,
ZORES, EHIREHRIC, LY BRI
TWEE L,

FLIZH 2N 1988 4EICTF = LT o DiGEN A 4k
OI-RE, ZOHMET —7 4 A MNAILEBRHE
S0, ERMERRLIZY 57200 A<~
RERID ZET L, FAoblid, YRR
ZoTWedhzTHL, ZINbEY, £
TR Z DT HTA v KRR 7T ORI E
SlTmaVes NEFBIELO L LEOT
T AEEE S T DI, FEIRTTET,
/NS T A OARBUT B > TN & D
FEEROE L, AEboRESRST 1Y
=7 M, RAICBYEDS> T WS
DIRINT, B—HVIR AR > TW 2D
T, Linl, BNBEEAD LD et/
Fal—Z—%@L T, 90 FRIT, REMIZ
BURKTH o 7o EM03 . EERMA SRR S
RENTW ST LD Z T, RA2HITE -
TFEZo LMo HHZ & TL,

BN S AE, R T VT B TR A 72

12

Ta g LEFNT, KETOTICRT 5%
MOSHED VN TV L) HT, B
BT HEER AW TY, ERIRITH
R, TUTHEE OWMW, 1370 F o KRS
72 b DETE b EDIIkA IRIGE OO
AR RABPELIZGNHESL SN L VWD T &
I, MO TEERZ LT, Zhik, L&
JE%, v« 7T —RhenA - T— B
a—h ks a—r e EOEMICE DL 5
RIEEZ BN - b DIZ LD T, fmRIE,
BT VT DT —T 4 A MRHFEEBHE O,
BT DM L0 BUEETT VT OBURE
T RBE 5 2 i) TV,

BN E Ao, BHIRT=D T VE TOEBRICE
HMBLET, ZL T, bRIEMPHDIZZ D
X, HRIEOFETLBGIERHFNTNS Z &
TLZX 9,

AT s Y—)L AT
20203 H 128 YarsZyy gy

R G BT = LT 4 BRFEA LD
1% 1992 4E4NEE, [T 7 D=2 —7—h
— &AL B BoE~O—BE LT
Th o7, FEFITIENNCEIRTRZE O T
B, 7iCh BT, RSB SENE DB
Wit EERREEOTTRT, T LTED
TR LT N DIXEBREHREE Y v 7
NEBHROEHETH oI,

N Y]



32D 2D B A — PRI /M AN B 2 72 5/ NER TR,

BNESAEIT VDb, Hob Y RN
2 e K E COMBIARTZROZRE N EST
WY FL D, THoZITBONE, FEE
BEICELT T T 4 —2 AT FED,
TIOTNOHEESTELRNDE/ E B E
I, BRRUEEOITLEDER, hEED
FHRICF S TCTE o720 LT,

AN OW /N Se A OTREIL, R v 2%
AD AT EEALE 5-6 BHRZEE GBf [R5F
M) IR SN RRE, O ES VE
LRTELATWSETH D, TiE 2010
B MIBEEDT — b= k qulte (IRAf
TWA F— - KEEERKEANESR - BHE
FRE) EERBEALEZEICLYER LA
VAZL—vay DERNKSEAT To—8
72, PN CHR/NEEEN R T ZD
X, FEAASFEPEEE D TRFENT L0 &
SINTFIESTeDD, & DTN A 3
ZXDF TR THKTLEESTZDNn, 513
IRZ TN, LI B/ NEEAT, £
OZEMOHF T, Hot & Osmakd Uk E ik
ZOIT, TETLELBERIOTVES LR
77

N Al SRR Nl A KN
o REL—vary] RELVWITELZ
DEEFEDOH TR IR HRBIADIZ HVDFE
O EH, COAf AL L—TarDLOb
ZH, BIIABNDOLHDIE S 21X D iy
Bigholz, & ZABNBNEIAENEN T
To PR S AL, BB/ NS ERIBRAT AR I
BLEIICLTWD, BErEhioik, 0
FEIAVEDEH L TE2BE LA — T,
ZOFEFEOEE S LRBL)E L TURTRO R
LERL, IR LBRED D BWEo7 (&
FHHEY LTV D M BB OO
LR BIEL TV D REEINEOFPAE S E
DLR—Fb, [FAECHOE Lomnbh &EMN
NTND), RELFLOFESAZT 2D
THLEIHDHLIICOTHIEND ] D
7L L IR S o T, HIRE DN

OMIRLNT (ZIVTWTEFRDDIHTIIND) |

F)REMERD UL (FLTHRERE
TWIFENERR EZERET D) Lo HE
R, FOXEME, TORDOEERRD TR

L—a ra@ LT, R - IBERIC R

NNz ks &N T 5, £5. “M
m@mﬁgbm%%ﬁn”@xﬁv

2010 4EDZ DORFHNCIE, RIS [H 3 A
[ ) &4 7T B T A %W%%I%J
DFEN TN b o T, ZOH 4y
SEAE L, BN 35 R LSk E « A L— ME
DL RICIFHRWARBE S B E G5O b, B
RMIOEREKD 2 LIEHB E LTV
Too o s cEBPLELADEBITEY F A X
VT, FEZ e FEBENEA TN
MO XD BRKRED TR B, KA L
STWOHEATE o7z, #MBELIIRIERD
KEFED L DHRZORHTUL, A= RAH
7 =i EEMEE DM LIZ D > THOFEo 7z,
EOFEZZCHIDTCRRE LA = AT T
= A7 =] 13 56D DERIk<SHET] 12
HELT Dy M) (5] 27 —~<& L,
=R %d%%é%#xk;mzto%/%
FTAEFTEHIADRY, <D LY ZRIE
L, LEVIC, Wz ZZ - - LtBol
RO TV ITES PN IZT VT O#&
et C LK h—7 THRABIEZ, T
CT DEWMERE AT A RTRI LN,
FEZ,IEE, o, Eo EBREEENTANT,
ENDBIIILIHA ST,

TZESBHE LERTRERY T2V, L)
B &%/ NEAED D TEW O, r&%ﬂﬂ
Pol, TOREREWRY DN, FALIZK
TAQA] 72572, HIFDFAIL, %nuﬁ‘m:bo
T2 BIHURDZAEDS L OBERF T T L0
BB, HEHETIC TRESAL E0)
LOEEREALTW otz EnbA 2
DYFEMEY TBHOT 20N EL, HoOH
AQA DA I AEICK L TH, MIZWEBEE T,
e Z 9B EpoZ LD, AQA OFE
SAEL, [EELVHBICHR D FEROVEES
LTV R, EOWRIAE FL W zid
T O%NEILAIT, EHICH L UIMTH S
RINSTETZ D VD EE LW ARHH S e
FHE) LT, BBl () LTwizoEs
5 &S,
THAIREEE (?) ZRVBZ, AQA DAY
Nt D [BERY S A, ) HESEEE
D BT, Ealk LB Y ITENSME
ih & 22, ENISHE G D B & ARBRELOJR

13

—BEET

WL 1 ZIAA TR DEBIERITA T
DAL - - HOSIHFORMFRERE, R
DHFEDXIITBNENRLZENTE L, £
LT AR BVWESZ®ZB T L%, T0
BATDIZOT [RX=F A F | N=F 2K
V"'J%Dféﬁ <¢<T&%wéo

ZhOIZ e - fEEICHEY L (Ls, C
%%3K&5%%\%®“%”¢ﬁ%%%i
T« - 1) HEZROSRIZEY | %D

B L o THHDIERD TR OERD
VL) TholeZ & a ik & IS

SENDEY | RETELS o TS, - - - L
LEX, 71l @E’%ﬁ_ot &, @mT
LA TH, —FbBILA TR, £
DHIHL-L DL, FBHoThbbhEkdE
[

FFITD O BRSL 0 ITER A, e
FEE CEHEAEDYID TORRED IZHR Y o
EHTWD L, ZHHETIERV . - - OF
DEREVIIIAEE LS L, EnH
ZrlmoTn5S, FEERLTNIET Y
4 IV RO EE 2 TN DHPAEICE 5T
E. AQA IEEDELE - FHOLE ThoT2 2

ICHBEWR S BN TR & b
IZZDITKRBEZ 57 BIE, Thile THEE
BRZLETHD,

HSEAK L, E LT TOMHEOR
B 2020 FOFIEFIZIT S O e, BEITOR
ks (?) BHEEF v o R RCBIEES LT
W, ZENHFRETROES I, Rk
FVIRIGLEFE LTI - Fat L TRV D
X, AQA OIFENIEAE L CHBERME LT
WIZLIS DB/ ED N L 72 0 i E D
M, RIIEEZEMBAMSRho72, &
WH ZE7E, 2O+ METO/IMERERDO AR &
NHDOTNITHB R T 0%, AQA ZINIE
EF2#EHR L LTO [B/NEHEIL Tho
oD, THEEEST- b, 32HICE IR
CHALLTWEbLONRTES] LSk
BAAEDERELEY 2, ZOMFTO/IMEIE
BER T E B EBNETRAD, KRR
5 [ IR0V EBsTn 5,

(B LELS T - JUNKRFERAVTIEEER)



Professor Ushiroshoji, Masahiro and his Contribution to the Modern Thai Art

I have known Professor Ushiroshoji,
Masahiro since 1980’s. At that time he was a
young curator at Fukuoka Art Museum. I was
very impressed by his strong interest in Thai
modern art and Southeast Asian art. Although he
was a quiet gentleman, I found him very
determine in learning about history of modern
Thai art and modern art movement at the time.
Actually I was working at Silpakorn University
when I met him for the first time and I was able
to support his research by providing him
information on Thai modern art and artists.

Visiting Silpakorn University in 1978

As far as I know Professor Ushiroshoji
probably was the very first curator from Japan
who visited Thailand many times. The first time
was in December 1978. The purpose of his visit
was to research on Thai modern art and made
negotiation with different institutions for the First
Contemporary Asian Art Show 1980. After that
he made 16 more trips to the country. In July
1988 Professor Ushiroshoji went to Bangkok to
research for the 3rd Asian  Art Show, One of the
most important trips for him was in 1995 when
he spent the longest stay in Thailand for three
weeks to research for the exhibition. “The Birth
of Modern Art in Southeast Asia”. The late
Montien Boonma and I had the opportunity to
support him on the research. According to the
Professor, this trip was the most impressive and it
was one of the most important experience in his
career. I was very fortunate to be involved with
this exhibition. In addition, more
research trips to Thailand were in 1997 and 1998
which were for the preparation of The first
Fukuoka Triennale 1999 and in 2000 for the
second Fukuoka Triennale. I was invited to take

important

part in working on the Thai component and wrote
texts on the participated Thai artists for both
catalogs of the exhibitions. I feel very grateful to
Professor Ushiroshoji for giving me these
wonderful learning experiences.

Montien Boonma and Somporn Rodboon

setting the artworks for The 1st Fukuoka
Asian Art Triennale 1999

I was selected to take part in the researcher in
resident program at FAAM in 2000, two years
before Professor Ushiroshoji moved to Kyushu
University, My three months stay was a
wonderful experience. My research was on
“Japanese-Thai Women Artists: Sensibility and
Creativity.” Professor Ushiroshoji was the chief
curator during that time. He was very kind to
assist me in a number of ways. Not only
providing me very useful information and advice
but he also took me to different museums and to
meet some outstanding Japanese women artists at
their exhibitions as well as visiting some
artists’studios. He supported my talks on different
topics regarding Thai Art and artists especially on
the forum, “Japanese — Thai Women Artists:
Sensibility and Creativity” which was the
conclusion of my residency at FAAM. The latest
event held at Asian Culture Station, Chiang Mai
on Monday 18 February 2019 under the theme
“Fukuoka Revisit.” Professor Ushirishoji (known
as Mr. U during the talk) talked about how he
became a curator and the beginning of the
exhibition of Asian Art and artists in Fukuoka
over the past 40 years which led to the founding
of Fukuoka Asian Art Museum later on. The talk

was very inspiring and well attended.

Z 40 SN

Visiting Pinaree Sanpitak's studio in 2007
Professor ~ Ushiroshoji  has a  strong

determination to research on Thai art and

Southeast Asian Art. He went back to Bangkok
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Somporn Rodboon

and Chiang Mai several times for his research
works. His expertise and knowledge in Southeast
Asian art reflect his insight in most of his
writing especially in the article on “The Birth of
Fine Arts in Southeast Asian Art from 1900-1945”
in the book “Charting Thought” a publication of
National Gallery Singapore and in some other
essays he wrote which I find the texts are very
useful. Interestingly, his views on Southeast
Asian art are different from writers from other
parts of the world. Because of being an Asian
person, he deeply understands Southeast Asian
philosophy, culture, tradition and ways of life
much more in depth even though there are some
similarities and differences to his own culture.
Moreover, the integration of knowledge in his
writing leads the reader to new understanding of
Southeast Asian art. In 2013, I organized an
exhibition “Spiritual Ties: A Tribute to Montien
Boonma” at the Art Center Chulalongkorn
University. Professor Ushiroshoji kindly wrote a
very touching article on the artist for the
exhibition catalog. I am very grateful for his

contribution.

= PP oo ] - -
Visiting Jitr (Prakit) Buabusaya's home in
2008

However, the outcome of his research trips in
Thailand, have enabled the closer tie and good
relationship between Professor Ushiroshoji,
artists and people in the Thai art community. In a
way, he also was an art and cultural ambassador
of Japan to Thailand. Many Thai artists including
Montien Boonma, Navin Lawanchaikul and I
highly respect him for his scholarly contribution
to the Thai modern art. In my opinion, his
research trips to Thailand as well as exhibitions
he was in charge of provided a wonderful
opportunity for Thai artists to show their work in
Japan. As a consequence, more linkages and
exchanges in art between the two countries have
developed greatly and Thai modern art is known
to the outside world especially in the Asian
regions.

(BAF—N - AEEF—A  EMTHEE)
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