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-++it is not against reason that a man doth all he can to preserve his own body and limbs,both from death and

5 pain. And that which is not against reason,men call RIGHT, or jus, or blameless liberty of using our own natural

# power and ability. It is therefore a 7ight of nature: that every man may preserve his own life and limbs, with all
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the power he hath.
And because where a man hath right to the end, and the end cannot be attained without the means, that is,
without such things as are necessary to the end, it is consequent that it is not against reason, and therefore right

for a man,to use all means and do whatsoever action is necessary for the preservation of his body.
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300 20 HEE RO 80407 R SO QY iR | K IR IR MEREO<ES
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It is therefore neither absurd nor reprehensible, neither against the dictates of true reason, for a man to use all
his endeavours to preserve and defend his body and the members thereof from death and sorrows. But that which
is not contrary to right reason,that all men account to be done justly, and with right. Neither by the word »ight
is anything else signified, than that liberty which every man hath to make use of his natural faculties according
to right reason. Therefore the first foundation of natural right is this, that every man as much as in him lies
endeavour to protect his life and members.

But because it is in vain for a man to have a right to the end, if the right to the necessary means be denied him,
it follows, that since every man hath a right to preserve himself, he must also be allowed a right to use all the

means, and do all the actions, without which he cannot preserve himself .
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The RIGHT OF NATURE, which Writers commonly call Jus Naturale, is the Liberty each man hath, to use his
own power, as he will himself, for the preservation of his own Nature; that is to say, of his own Life; and
consequently, of doing any thing, which in his own Judgement, and Reason, hee shall conceive to be the aptest

means thereunto.
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(—) F.W.Maitland, The Constitutional History of England.

(=) G.L.Mosse, The Struggle for Sovereignty in England, J.W.Gough, Fundamental Law in English Constitutional History.

(«») Henry de Bracton, De Legibus et Consuetudinibus Angliae, Eng.trans. by S.Thorne. Sir J.Fortescue, De Laudibus Legum
Anglie, Eng.trans. by S.B.Chrimes (Classics of English Legal History in the Modern Era), do., Governance of England, ed. by
C.Plummer. Sir T.Smith, De Republica Anglorum, ed.by L.Alston (Classics of English Legal History in the Modern Era).

(=) C.H.Mcllwain, Constitutionalism; Ancient and Modern. ' ,

() J.E.Neale, The Elizabethan House of Commons, do., Elizabeth I and her Parliaments.

(«©) M.A.Judson, The Crisis of the Constitution.
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(2) T.Hobbes, Man and Citizen (Thomas Hobbes’s De Homine and De Cive), ed., with an Introduction by B.Gert.

(&) H.Warrender, The Political Philosophy of Hobbes, p.263.
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(X) T.Hobbes, The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic, ed., with a wﬂm%mom and Critical Notes by F.Tonnies, 2nd ed., with
a new Introduction by M.M.Goldsmith, pp.71-72.

() Hobbes, Man and Qﬁwm? pp.115-116.
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(]) T.Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. by C.B.Macpherson, p.189.
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