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Abstract

On the isolated islands in Kagoshima Prefecture, improvements are gradually taking place in terms of industrial
infrastructure, living environments, securement of physicians, expansion of medical facilities, establishment of
emergency medical system, and telemedicine utilizing the innovative IT system. Yet, under the harsh natural
circumstances there are many issues to be addressed. In this study we analyzed the standardized mortality ratio
(SMRs) found utilizing the mortality data from 1995 to 1999, the population structure, medical facilities and
health care workers, to identify the geographical differences in mortalities for selected causes of death.

On these islands, aging of the population has progressed more rapidly than on the main lands of Japan, with a
larger female population than males. The mortality of malignant neoplasm, cerebrovascular disease and cardio—-
vascular disease accounted for more than 60 percent of the total mortality from 1995 to 1999. As compared with
all Japan, the SMR for malignant neoplasm on these islands was higher with males and lower with females. The
SMR for cerebrovascular disease on these islands was higher while that for cardiovascular disease was lower.
The mortality of esophageal cancer, leukemia, pneumonia, and accidents was characteristically special to this
region.

This study showed that it is necessary to upgrade and expand acute medicine including emergency care system
for cerebrovascular disease and accidents, chronic care for aftereffects of cerebrovascular disease, and compre-

hensive community welfare and health care services including hypertension control.

key words: Kagoshima Prefecture, isolated islands, SMR, community medicine.
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