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A Study on the Midwives’ Awareness of Ethical Issues

Hisako Nakao!’, Tomie Nagakawa®, Masayuki Obayashi®’, Takae Fujimura,
Masae Tsutsumi, Hideko Morita, Hitoshi Nakamura*’, Toshio Kobayashi®

Abstract

Various ethical issues have arisen in the medical field and the awareness and response to them
are thought to affect the clients’ quality of life. There is a possibility that midwives, who are
involved in assisting child delivery, are faced with medical issues and caught in dilemmas of
demands between doctors and clients. In this research, therefore, a questionnaire study was
conducted with midwives in a certain prefecture. The questionnaire items were taken from the
17 items developed by Okaya et al, asking about ethical awareness and response to issues as
well as about the issues midwives were faced with. The 128 valid responses were used for the
analysis. Asa result, we have found that 1) the midwives’ awareness seemed to be affected by
their age and career ; 2) more than 70% of the midwives dealt with the issues by consulting with
doctors, clients and a third party ; 3) some midwives followed directives of doctors which they
did not think the best, implying the relationship to the midwives’ expertise and independence;4)
the issues they were faced with included abortion, pre—natal diagnosis, and handling of personal
information ; 5) almost 30% of the midwives had received no educational training in ethics. Thus
the midwives were aware of conflicts in professional values and of the lack in their own self-
competency. Their awareness and response to ethical issues seem to be related to their career.

Therefore, the necessity of educational training on ethics has been pointed out.
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