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Acceptance of “Sakoku-ron” translated by Shizuki Tadao in latter half of

early modern times Japan

Akihide OSHIMA

The manuscript "Sakoku-ron" was original written by Engelbert Kaempfer, and then translated by Shizuki Tadao in
Japan of 1801 and became a source of the word 'Sakoku' (National Seclusion). 'Sakoku' in Japan, was expressed in the
modern period, and was used as a means to seal off the country. "Sakoku-ron" spread and became widely read mainly by
intellectuals and wielded great influence in the modern period. However, it has been noted that in previous conventional
studies, "Sakoku-ron" as translated by Shizuki Tadao was received as the theoretical authority for ‘Sakoku’ and 'Kokoku'
(nationalism). Yet, there have been no studies which have investigated in detail how "Sakoku-ron" was received in
Japan's latter period.

The main purpose of this paper is to take a detailed look at how "Sakoku-ron" as translated by Shizuki Tadao was
accepted, as well as an analysis of the discursive spread of 'Sakoku'. After the formation of this concept, "Sakoku-ron"
was absorbed by writers, scholars and government officials, yet it was not Shizuki Tadao's translation, rather it was
Engelbert Kaempfer’s book that was given precedence. In this context there are five main ways in which Shizuki
Tadao's work was interpreted.

The work was taken as a authoritative body in the five following areas: 1. as a source of astronomical knowledge as
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written by Matsuzaki Kodo a book collector. 2. As historical material used by Shomotsu-bugyo Kondo Seisai. 3. As a
source of information to inform Japan's way of understanding the outside world as described by the writer Ota Nanbo. 4.
As a source of information to praise foreigners as commented by the Nationalist Nakayama Umashi. 5. As an authority
source of information used to preach Japanese superiority as seen with the Natioanlist Hirata Atsutane. It was through
the acceptance of 'the Hirata school' that "Sakoku-ron" was accepted between Academics.

In other words (1) of astronomical knowledge as Matsuzaki Kodo, A book collector, wrote it down, (2) of a historical
document as Shomotsu-bugyo Kondo Seisai, (3) as the source of information to know outlook on Japan of a foreigner as
writer Ota Nanbo wrote it down, (4) as Japanese praise theory of a foreigner as Nationalist Nakayama Umashi, (5) as
authority to preach Japanese superiority in all countries as Nationalist Hirata Atsutane. "Sakoku-ron" was received
between Nationalists in latter half of Japan with accept of the Hirata study of ancient Japanese thought and culture.

The following four points are taken as the background for "Sakoku-ron" which has been a source of information for
more than 100 years. Firstly, it is possible to say that Dutch books (with a high degree of factuality) were "Sakoku-ron".
Secondly external foreign pressure closely resembling the 'Shimabara uprising' was used to describe "Sakoku-ron".
Thirdly the ‘Mongolia invasion', 'Shimabara uprising' and 'the Hamada brothers' have been used as examples to bolster

"sakoku-ron". Finally, "Sakoku-ron" was idealized by Japan as 'Yamato damashii' to induce reactionism.
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