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Marie Baskirtseff and Japan
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Abstract

Marie Bashkirtseff (1858-1884) was a Russian
painter who studied at Academy Julian in Paris. She had
been famous for her diary published after her premature
death at the age of 26. In this paper, following “The
Painting//Writing Woman: Marie Bashkirtseff and
Feminist Art History” (in Art History and Women in
the Modernist Age, Keiso-Shobo, 2003) , I focused
on the introduction of this painter into Japan in the
first half of the twentieth century. She was known to
Japanese intellectuals including MORI Ogai, KURODA
Seiki, and TOKUTOMI Roka. It was in 1926-28 that
a translation of her diary by NOGAMI Toyoichiro
with the assistance of his wife and novelist, NOGAMI
Yaeko, was published.

In Europe and America, Bashkirtseff became
an icon of woman artist and her name was used as a
synonym for a woman artist in newspapers, magazines
and novels. She was well known both as a writing
woman and as a painting woman, but in Japan,
though some writers made mention of her art, she was
recognized mainly as a diarist and forgotten faster than
in Western countries. In Japan, Bashkirtseff was failed
to become an icon of a painting woman, which means
that Japanese woman artist lost a potential model of the
same sex.
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