SN KREZZ2MTIER Y R b

Kyushu University Institutional Repository

An analysis of the historical change of Korean
signboard design and 1ts socio-cultural
background

#B, BRR

https://doi.org/10.11501/3148617

HARIER : AMN=MIRKRE, 1998, Ft (=MI%) , REEL
N— 30

HEFIBAMR

% KYUSHU UNIVERSITY




29

11

18



1945

80



1910

30 1980
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Background

Kwak,Myeong-hee

Graduate School of Kyushu Institute of Design

The purpose of the study is to examine how the signboard in Korea developed
throughout its history referring to documentary evidence, paintings, and data collected
on field trips. By examining signboards from the view point of their design, color,
material, content, locale, and so on, it is possible to grasp the social background,
business practices, lifestyles, and people's values in the various periods examined.

One of the most predominant features in the signboard of South Korea is that Chinese
characters were used. Chinese character started appearing in signboards from the
Koryo period (918-1392) according to documentary evidence. The signboard in this
period can be characterized by the fact that it did not carry information about
merchandise or business matters but rather business philosophies and Confucius
thoughts, such as "Practice virtue."

Governmental stores appeared in Yi Dynasty (1392-1910), and they dealt basically
with one commodity per store. Signboards showed the merchandise a store dealt in ; as
a result, the name of the commodity eventually became the store's name.

Until 1925 there had been no established word for "signboard." Then "Hanging
business signboard" (sanup hyunpan) was invented for the traditional Korean
signboard. During the colonial period (1910-1945), signboards carried Chinese
characters, Japanese kana letters, and Roman alphabet because of a prohibition against
using Hangul (Korean characters). Not only the name of merchandise but also the
address and phone of the store, owner's name, trademark, and an explanation on the
goods the store dealt in appeared on the signboards.

After 1945, when Korea was liberated, the Japanese-type signboards were removed
and replaced by signs with Hangul (phonetic script) under the national policy called the
"Hangul only movement." Although there is some inconvenience in using Hangul for
signboards, its use continues to be strong. In the 1980s, poetic expressions that are
available to Hangul users began to appear in signboards.

Through this research, | could find the fact that the word "kanban" was brought in

Korea from Japan in the colonial period.
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