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As a result, many of researchers have been working on this 

issue, and in particular on urban poverty issues. For the case 

regarding urban poverty issues as urbanization, migration, and 

development in Bangladesh (N. Islam, 201 0)2); planning for 

sustainable urbanization in fast growing cities (Manoj Roy, 

2008)3); housing issue for urban poor in Dhaka City (N. Islam 

and Salma A. Shafi, 2008)4); waste management and urban 

poverty in Dhaka City (N. Islam and Salma A. Shafi, 2004)5). 

However, the main urban poverty transformation issue is 

escaping from urban area of Dhaka City and it is created by 

local government facilities and local people. Due to the lack 

of government facilities, the urban poor cannot upgrade their 

lives in a sustainable way while living in the urban informal 

settlements in Dhaka City. Mainly some of the development 

organizations invited to improve their quality of life by their 

self activities. They can support poor people temporarily, 

but cannot provide them with permanent educational facility 

support due to their limited time duration and donor require­

ments. 

2. OBJECTIVES 

This research was organized based on the physical, social, 

and environmental aspects of the urban poor settlements of 

Dhaka City in order to find the responsible authority and their 

performance efficiency. In addition, this study seeks to find 

out the urban poverty transformation system which is not able 

to come out via Dhaka City's development organization or lo­

cal urban authority. The specific objectives are as follows: 

i) To find out Dhaka City's existing slum conditions (physi­

cal, social, and environmental), and poor people's life 

styles Gob, social activities, community activities, and 

educational activities). 

ii) To identify the existing slum improvement process by de­

velopment projects, and the lacking points of their imple­

mentation process. 

iii) To clarify the local people's performance, and their ideas 

on slum life and the improvement process. 

iv) To examine the slum upgrading process based on poor 

people's perception, and their capacity and involvement in 

government facilities. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This study was conducted the field survey from 20th Sep­

tember to 18th October 20 I 0, during the period of survey au­

thor visited the UN-Habitat development project implemented 

area in Dhaka City. It was organized in two of the biggest 

slum clusters in the Dhaka City Corporation area. The specific 

detailed methods are as follows: 

i) Field Survey 

Questionnaire surveys were given to the 388 respondents in 

order to better understand their urban lifestyle and their im­

provement process by the existing development projects and 

their self performance. This Questionnaire survey was based 

around the physical, social, and environmental issues from the 

view point of the local people. 

Informal interviews with 3 cluster chairmen of the Com­

munity Development Committee (CDC) and 10 CDC chair­

men who are responsible person for the UN-Habitat project in 

these slum areas. 

Taking photographs and video of development work in the 

related DCC slum areas to better understand the existing con­

ditions of the improvement issues in Dhaka City. 

ii) Data Collection 

Primary and secondary data collection from relevant sources 

such as the Dhaka City Corporation office, Centre for Urban 

Studies (CUS) office, and existing development projects im­

plemented by the UN-Habitat were collected to find the pov­

erty condition in the central urban area of Dhaka City. 

Reference books and research papers from the local publish­

er's office and international development organization offices 

in Dhaka City were collected. 

iii) Project Study 

This study survey was organized in two different slum ar­

eas, and these two areas have ongoing projects implemented 

by the UN-Habitat in Dhaka City. The UN-Habitat's project 

implementation process and operation process in Dhaka City 

were studied. Based on these issues, the authors participated 

in several project meeting, local people training programme, 

meeting with community people in local offices and in slum 

areas. 

Documentation was reviewed regarding how UN-Habitat 

projects supported development work in urban slums, and 

how local community people participated in this improvement 

process. In addition, the documentation analyzed on baseline 

survey data that was collected from each area by the UN-Hab­

itat project office, Dhaka. 

4. STUDY AREA 

Dhaka City has different sizes and different types of slums 

in its central urban area. According to the CUS survey in 2005, 

only DCC has more than 2.5 million poor people with 4,342 

slum clusters, and there is no ward in the DCC area without the 

existence of a slum in Dhaka City. More than 7% of the total 

urban land is occupied by slums in the Dhaka City Corporation 

area. In Addition, some of the wards have more than 25% of 

its land occupied by slums as informal poor settlements in the 
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