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Abstract

The Studies on the Meaning of Work (1982, 1991) pointed out that the younger Japanese labour force came to

attach less importance to their work during the *80. In this study, we examined university students’ attitude toward

their working life. The respondents were 1,678 students in Australia, China, Denmark, Taiwan and Japan. The

results showed that the work centrality score(WCS) of the Japanese students was not higher than that of the students

in other four countries, and they attached more importance to their leisure. Furthermore, we reported and discussed

the related data of the students’ work definitions, societal norms about working, work values and lifestyles.

Key words: meaning of working life (MOW), work centrality,

work definition, societal norm, work value, lifestyle
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