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Kenzou YAMAGISHI
Entomological Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture,
Meijo University, Nagoya, 468-8502 Japan

Abstract. Unbelievable swimming behavior of a wasp of Tiphodytes
(Scelionidae, Hymenoptera), an egg-parasitoid of the pond skater, Metrocoris
Lictnsim R Whita (f awald T anaintara) rannetad ond nhaotog of thi
nNIOrio D. Yyl \UC[IIU(}IC, llClllll)LCla} ID Icpulicy, ana LllL puvius O1 llll\
wasp swimming beneath the water are taken for the first time in the world.
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Metrocoris historio.

Imms(1925), in his famous "A General Textbook of Entomology”, writes "One of the
most remarkable genera (in the tamlly Mymaridae) is Polynema which parasitizes
its host and bot cwim readi l ; heneath

amintara: P natanc utilizee Notonecta
wim readt ocneath

Hemiptera: P. natans utilizes Notonecta

the water by means of their wings".
One of us, Hirashima, has long been wondering about this behavior since he first read

mms some 45 years ago, and wanted to see the behavior of this kind of wasp with his

I
own eves, As late ag 1998 at last he was able to observe the hehavior of swimming
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wasp, with assistance from Inokuchi, in Miyazaki City.

Inokuchi was lucky enough to collect many specimens of a wasp of the genus
Tiphodytes (Scelionidae) (identified by Yamagishi), which is parasitic on the eggs of the
pond skater, Metrocoris historio, in Saito City, Miyazaki Prefecture, Kyushu. He found

that Tiphodytes is fairly common even in winter along the streamlet in which the pond
skater lives, and easy to collect by the Yellow Pan Trap which was provided by
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Yamagishi. The wasp on which Hirashima observed its swim
those collected by Inokuchi by the Yellow Pan Trap.

It is almost unbelievable, and amazmg, to watch a tiny (about 1 mm long), fragile wasp
beats its wings quite powerfully in the water and swims quickly. We are happy to

R, I enloman Toce Tam aloas Al 2\ M PR P, <z . PR
publish the photos (taken by Inokuchi) of this " asp" fo

world.
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Fig. 1. Three wasps of Tiphodvies sp, in the water. One is swimiming, one is jus

siarted o swim, and the other is on the gram of samd

Fig. 2. Two wasps of Tiphodyres sp. in the water. One is swimming, and the other is

on the @rmn ol sand.
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So far as we know, hehaviors of "swimming wasp” were br If‘ﬂ\/ mentioned h\/

U 1Al §. G419 aaciiay wwilllIINs asp C ariclly  INCtioncd

Marchal (1900), Clausen (1940), Masner (1972), Richards an d Davies (1977), and Ito
(1980) in addition to Imms (1925).
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