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The Capture of Hawk Chicks in Nests in the Morioka Domain :
An Analysis of the “Records of Official Matters Regarding Nesting Hawks” (Sudaka-Goyo-Oboecho),

Documents of the Sannohe-machi Ogasawara Clan
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[Abstract] This study analyzed the practice of capturing hawk chicks in their nests in the Morioka Domain. Rrecords of Sannohe Administrative Office
(daikansho) of the Morioka Domain (Sannohe town in Aomori Prefecture) were used in this study. Sudaka in Japanese is the practice of capturing young
hawk chicks before they leave their nests. Captured chicks were then trained for use in falconry. Officials specialized in hawk-chick capture (sudaka-goyo-
gakari) were placed at four administrative offices within the domain. The search for hawk nests and the capture of chicks were performed by the above
officials and farmers dedicated to actual hawk-chick capture. This was a large-scale work, and numerous villagers were mobilized to assist, including the
village leader (kimoiri) and mountain rangers/guardians (vamamori). A strict administrative system for this practice was put in place. Following instructions
from domain administrative headquarters (hancho), decisions were made regarding whether capture was necessary, and reports had to be presented to the
administrator (daikan) and domain service personnel (vonin) for each item in the process: nest-building (sugakari), incubation (kaiware), and nest-lowering
(susage). Here, one observes the dignity and importance of hawks against the backdrop of the Domain’s authority. One also gets a glimpse of how local
sites were at the mercy of the whim of Domain policies. Manifest here are the characteristics of the work performed by administrative office officials
(daikansho-yakunin), local nodes of Domain government.In relation to the sudaka-goyo-gakari (the officials in charge of hawk-chick capture), this study
also takes up the organization of falconers in Morioka Domain as well as the hawk capture system, two aspects that have not been fully analyzed in the past.
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