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A Factor of the differences in the meaning of Japanese and Chinese Homographs:

Ancient Chinese Meanings Remaining in Japanese

Zhang Jiehui

As one of the reasons of the differences in the meaning between Japanese and Chinese homographs,
the retained ancient Chinese meanings in Japanese have always been mentioned. However, how did
this phenomenon happen, which factors are influential to the phenomenon, and what can we find in this
procedure? These problems still need to be solved. This thesis will focus on the historical development of
the meaning of the Chinese vocabulary, the existence of disyllabic words, partial semantic copying words,
affixation and the specification of the meanings. The aim is to discover the influence of the semantic
development of Chinese vocabulary made upon to the differences in the meaning of Japanese and Chinese
homographs.

Key words: Japanese and Chinese homographs, retained ancient Chinese meaning, disyllabic words,

partial semantic copying words, affixation, specification of the meanings
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