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The Reuse of Second-Hand Furniture: A Case Study of the SOFA Project in
Bristol, UK

Akiko SHIMBO

Department of Planning, Architecture and Environmental Systems, College of Systems Engineering and Science,
Shibaura Institute of Technology

The Kyushu University Museum has a collection of furniture of the period from later Meiji to mid-Showa, which was used at the
university. The Museum plans a project ‘Open Preservation of Cultural Heritage in Use’, which means that citizens themselves partici-
pate in preservation by using it (hereafter ‘The Kyushu University Museum’s project’). As part of the early stage of the project, this
essay introduces an example of ‘The SOFA Project’, an organisation of Bristol in West England. In the first part of the essay, an overview
of the organisation is given and then its reuse systems are examined. There is a similarity between the SOFA Project and the Kyushu
University Museum’s project in the idea of making the best reuse of unused furniture in society. By analysing its operation, the essay

concludes with an examination of what can be learnt from the example of the SOFA Project.

Key words: Reuse of furniture, The SOFA Project, regional development, environmental awareness, civic pride



