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Experience at the Annual Meeting of
Taiwan Entomological Society in 2017
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At the annual meeting of Taiwan Entomological Society
in 2017, I won the championship of the students' contest of
oral presentation (in the group of systematics, population
genetics and evolution) . The contest was for all students from
undergraduate to Ph.D. students to give a 10 to 12 minutes
presentation about their research.

My topic was “Taxonomic study of Medinodexia
Townsend, 1927 (Diptera: Tachinidae) . Medinodexia
is a small genus comprising 4 species, which are mainly
distributed in the Oriental region. Medinodexia fulviventris
Townsend, is the type species of this genus distributed in
Indonesia. Medinodexia morgani Hardy, had been used as a
biological control agent against Aulacophora hilaris Boisduval,
(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) in Australia, and was also found
in Sri Lanka. Medinodexia exigua Shima, and Medinodexia
orientalis Shima, were classified into Medinodexia because of
the piercing ovipositor borne by female flies.

In 2017, there was an undescribed species found in Ito
campus, Kyushu University. The male postabdomen of this
species is similar to that of M. fulviventris, and the host of
this undescribed species is Aulacophora nigripennis
Motschulsky, (the same genus as the host of M. morgani) , so
it should be Medinodexia. By contrast, M. exigua and M.
orientalis are unlikely to be Medinodexia. The male
postabdomen of these species are distinctly different from
other species in this genus. Though the features of female
postabdomen were the reason why they have been thought to
be Medinodexia, I dissect the specimens of theses species and
found that the “ovipositor” of them are actually different from
others. Seventh tergite and 7™ sternite are fused on M.
fulviventris and undescribed species, while they are separate
on M. exigua and M. orientalis. Moreover, the shape of 6"
tergite is special in “real” Medinodexia, which is narrow with
a V-shape under the membrane, as that part of those species

is nearly rectangle.

The 6™ and 7" segment of the abdomen could also shed
light on the relationships of genera. The genus Medina has 6"
tergite (which similar to those of Medinodexia) and fusing 7"
segment, and these characters are also found in other Medina-
genera group. As a result, M. exigua and M. orientalis should
not be closely related to Medina or Medinodexia. In the future
work, I would like to analysis the taxonomic placement of M.
exigua and M. orientalis by molecular evidence.

Winning this contest means a lot to me. I had lost my
confidence in being a researcher because that I thought I
was not qualified to be in graduate school with many brilliant
students and Professors. I was running away from my study
since I am ashamed of myself and too afraid of making any
tiny failure. After struggling with self-hatred and pretending
to be fine for a long time, I was tired and thinking about
giving up. However, it turns out that I am not that bad.
Though I am not an excellent student, I could try to be it over
and over again. I have to accept what I am and live as what I
am. As a result, I decided to ignore my high standers and try
to make little progress every day.

In the end, I have to thanks for the financial support from

the Academic Conference Presentation Support Program for

Graduate Students of Integrated Sciences for Global Society.
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