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Consideration on the formation of regional communality as “place”
—The attempt to understand the KYODOTEN,
from the Perspective based on the organizing education —

Sachie OKA

The main object of this paper is how would we evaluate the perspective of “place” in relation to the
“organizing education” which is the basic point of view of social education. Today, “participation in social
relations” have been thwarted, not only by the side of social security and employment and so on, but also
by the side of a place he or she belongs. It also seems to be exploring some of the life stages that through
the participation of the parties to the social relations have been hampered.

In this paper we consider the problem of the foundations of learning. The basic problems we think of
are difficulties in the relationship between “learning” and “place” (including the culture of the region-
specific). We think that some of the process to overcome the difficulties, and to produce new “communal-
ity” and worth. That is the “learning” which we have been trying to understand here.

We focus our attention on the relationship that is embedded in the scene close to everyday life, rather
than association, as a foundation of learning. In addition, we focus on a village which has built a culture of
its own efforts to the creation of the village over a long period of time also. This is because in the correla-
tion of “personal” and “place” it is easy to see the possibilities and difficulties.

Specifically, this paper focuses on the village OKU located in the northernmost main island of Okinawa,
and “KYODOTEN(Cooperated-Shop)” which is a unique local mechanism of original communality and has

been there for about a hundred years.
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