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DESCRIPTIONS OF A NEW GENUS AND TWO NEW SPECIES
OF PSELAPHINI (COLEOPTERA, PSELAPHIDAE)

FROM JAPAN AND TAIWAN*

S HUHEI N O M U R A

Entomological Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture,

Kyushu University, Fukuoka, 812 Japan

Abstract

A new genus Hirashimanymus  of the tribe Pselaphini (Pselaphidae, Pselaphinae) and two
new species H. schistodactyroides and H. babai are described and illustrated from
southwest Japan and Taiwan.

This paper presents a new genus of the tribe Pselaphini and two new species from Ishigaki Is.,
southwest Japan and Taiwan. The name of the new genus is dedicated with gratitude to Prof. Emer.
Yoshihiro Hirashima for his continuous encouragement and guidance.

Hirashimanymus gen. nov.

Type species : Hirashimunymus  schistodactyroides sp. nov.
Body medium-sized, broadened posteriorly, coarsely punctate  in dorsal surface.
Head weakly narrowed anteriorly, clypeogenal areas weakly laminate, frons broadly nodulate,

vertex broad, with a pair of indistinct dorsal tentorial pits ; eyes ovoid, convex ; antennae elongate,
very irregularly segmented in length, densely with coarse punctures, each segment subcylindrical ;
maxillary palpi 3-segmented, 3rd segment largest, thick and rounded in basal part, tapered toward
apex, with a short spine or denticle.

Pronotum round-sided, simple on dorsal surface ; elytra broadened posteriorly, humeri weakly

expanded in male, almost flat in female, each elytron with 4 basal foveae ; hind wing developed in
male, reduced in female ; legs slender, femora densely with coarse punctures, tibiae slender, each
with a few suberect hairs, tarsi large, 3rd segment largest, lobate  and rounded in ventroapical part,
with a large, scythe-shaped claw.

Abdomen shorter than elytra, 4th segment largest, with a transverse groove in basal part, 5th to
8th segments shortened successively.

The genus Hirashimanymus nov. is classified into the tribe Pselaphini by the single claw of the
tarsus and the large terminal segment of the maxillary palpus. This genus is conspicuously char-
acterized by the antenna which is irregularly segmented in length, the third segment of maxillary

* Contribution from the Entomological Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University,
Fukuoka (Ser. 4, No. 6).



52 S. NOMURA

palpus with the external spine or denticle, the third tarsal segment being lobate in the ventroapical
part, and the large and scythe-shaped tarsal claw.

Hirashimanl/mus  schistodactgroides sp. nav.
(Figs. 1, 2A-C,  F, 3A-B,  D-F)

Male : Length 1.5 mm. Width 0.6 mm. Body reddish brown, legs light brown, narrowed anterior-

ly.
Head longer than wide, weakly narrowed anteriorly, coarsely punctate  in dorsal surface, clypeus

short, with a pair of lateral lobes continued to genal areas, frons narrow and weakly nodulate, with
a short, shallow longitudinal sulcus in its anterior part, vertex very weakly convex, postgenae very
short, eyes large and convex, each composed of about 25 facets. Antennae 0.95 mm long, slender,
reaching the middle of elytra, densely with very coarse punctures, densely pubescent, each segment

Fig. 1. Hirashimanymus  schistodactyroides gen. et sp. nov., holotype, dorsal aspect.
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subcylindrical, terninal 3 segments each slightly thickened distally, relative lengths (widths) of
segments from base to apex as 2.0 (1.2) : 1.0 (1.0) : 0.5 (0.8) : 1.0 (1.0) : 1.4 (1.0) : 0.6 (0.8) : 1.6 (1.0) : 0.6
(0.8) : 1.8 (1.1) : 1.8 (1.1) : 2.3 (1.2). Labrum very short, transverse ; mandibles short, each broad at
base, acute at apex, with 5-7 small teeth ; maxillae small, maxillary palpi S-segmented, 1st segment
elongate, narrowed and strongly curved near base, thickened distally, 2nd short and broad, with a
long seta on external side, 3rd largest, transverse and thick in basal part, tapered apically,  truncate
at apex, with a short and truncate spine at external side ; labium about as long as maxilla, labial
palpi 3-segmented, 1st short, 2nd elongate, curved laterally, 3rd piliform.

Pronotum slightly wider than long, rounded on both sides, weakly convex, coarsely punctate.
Elytra wider than long, weakly broadened posteriorly, flattened in basal part, coarsely punctate on
dorsal surface, densely pubescent on posterior margin, humeri slightly expanded, each elytron with
4 basal foveae and indistinct sulci ; hind wings developed. Legs elongate and slender, fore tibiae
weakly swollen in basal 2/5, each with a few suberect long hairs at basal 2/5, mid and hind tibiae
weakly swollen in the middle, each with a few suberect hairs in basal l/3, tarsi large, broadened
distally, 1st segment short, 2nd elongate, thickened distally, 3rd very large, broadly extending
ventrally forming an apical lobe, excavated in dorsoapical part, tarsal claw very long, scythe-shaped,
attached to apex of the ventroapical lobe of 3rd segment, put up into the dorsoapical groove in basal
part when it pulled up dorsally.

Abdomen slightly narrower than elytra, 4th segment largest, subparallel-sided, weakly convex,
sparsely punctate, with a pair of thick and short basidorsal carinae hidden by elytra in basal l/5, and
a broad, transverse groove covered with a lot of thick setae behind the basidorsal carinae, 5th to 7th

Fig. 2. A-C, F : Hirashivnunymus  schistodactyroides gen. et sp. nov., male. D-E : H. babai sp. nov.,
female. A : labrum dorsal view. B : mandibles dorsal view. C : maxilla, ventral view. D :
maxillary palpus, ventral view. E : ditto, lateral view. F : labium ventral view.
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short, 8th tergite very small, nearly triangular, 8th stemite small, arcuately emarginate on posterior
margin.

Female : Length 1.7 mm. Width 0.6-0.7 mm. Similar to male, but differs as follows: Eyes
smaller than in male, each composed of about 20 facets ; antennae shorter than in male, 0.80 mm
long, reaching base of elytra, relative lengths (widths) of segments from base to apex as 1.5 (1.2) : 1.1
(1.0) : 0.5 (0.9): 0.6 (0.9) : 1.1 (1.0): 0.7 (0.9) : 1.1 (1.0) : 0.7 (0.9): 1.3 (1.0): 1.2 (1.1): 2.2 (1.3); elytra
trapezoid, moderately convex ; hind wings reduced ; abdomen as wide as elytra.

HOLOTYPE 0 (Type No. 2773, Kyushu Univ.), Mt. Omotodake, Ishigaki Is., Okinawa Pref., 9. iv.
1986, S. Nomura leg.

PARATYPES : 19, Piluchi, Nantou Hsien, Central Taiwan, 18. vii. 1988, S. Nomura leg. ; 19,
Tayulin, Nantou Hsien, Central Taiwan, 28. v. 1989, K. Baba leg.

DISTRIBUTION : Japan (Ishigaki Is.) and Taiwan.
BIOLOGY : Type specimens were captured from the litter in the subtropical primary forest.
This new species has the large tarsi looking like bifurcate such as the genus Schistodactyms

(Pselaphinae, Schistodactyrini) in Australia ; but each tarsus extended in ventroapical part in the
third segment in Himshimanymus,  in the second segment in Schistodactyms.

Hirashimangmus babai sp. nov.
(Figs. 2D-E,  3C, G-I)

Male. Unknown.
Female. Length 1.5 mm. Width 0.6 mm.
Body reddish brown, legs and maxillary palpi light brown, broadened posteriorly.
Head longer than wide, narrowed anteriorly, densely with coarse punctures in dorsal surface,

clypeus short, clypeogenal areas weakly laminate, frons narrow, weakly nodulate, with a shallow
median longitudinal sulcus in anterior part, vertex flat, with a pair of very small dorsal tentorial pits,
postgenae flat. Eyes ovoid and convex, each composed of 20 facets. Antennae 0.81 mm long, with
coarse and dense punctures, densely pubescent, relative lengths (widths) of segments from base to
apex as 1.6 (1.3): 1.1 (1.0): 0.5 (0.8): 0.6 (1.0): 1.0 (1.0): 0.7 (0.9) : 1.2 (1.0): 0.6 (0.8) : 1.1 (1.1): 1.2
(1.1) : 2.3 (1.3). Maxillary palpi 3-segmented, 1st segment elongate, thickened distally, 2nd short and
transverse, with a very long seta being arcuately curved dorsally, 3rd thick and rounded in basal part,
tapering toward apex, with a short, obtuse denticle on ventral side.

Pronotum distinctly wider than long, rounded on both sides, weakly convex, densely with coarse
punctures. Elytra wider than long, nearly trapezoid, weakly convex, coarsely punctate, humeri
almost flat, each elytron with 4 basal foveae. Legs elongate, densely pubescent, femora thick, with
very coarse and dense punctures, tibiae slender, weakly thickened near the middle, each with a few
suberect hairs at basal l/4 to l/3, tarsi thick, 1st segment short, 2nd longer than wide, weakly
thickened distally, 3rd about twice as long as 2nd, weakly angulate in the middle of dorsal surface,
claw longer than 2nd segment, scythe-shaped, attached to the apex of 3rd segment.

Abdomen rounded posteriorly, slightly narrower than elytra, densely pubescent, 4th segment
largest, weakly broadened posteriorly, with a transverse groove in basal part, 5th to 7th successively
shortened and narrowed posteriorly, 8th tergite very short, nearly triangular in posterior view, 8th
stemite short, transverse, arcuately emarginate on posterior margin.

HOLOTYPE 9 (Type No. 2774, Kyushu Univ.), Mt. Taton-Shan,  Taipei Hsien, Northern Taiwan,
17. iii. 1989, K. Baba leg.

D ISTRIBUTION : Taiwan.
This is closely allied to H. schistodactyroides sp. nov., but is separated by the third segment of the
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A B I
Fig. 3. A : Hiyashimanymus schistodactyyoides  gen. et sp. nov., male. B, D-F : ditto, female. C, G-I :
H. babai sp. nov., female. A-C: right antenna. D, G : fore tarsus. E, H : mid tarsus. F, I : hind
tarsus.

maxillary palpus with a very short and obtuse denticle on external side and the pronotum which is
distinctly wider than long.
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