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— with Focus on Japanese “Hai” and Korean “Ne” —

Yukyung CHOI

This paper analyzes the functions of the Japanese “Hai” and the Korean “Ne” used both as backchan-
nels and as fillers. The findings are as follows: (i) the “Hai” and the “Ne” used as backchannels function
as markers expressing both the listener’s “understanding/accepting” of the speaker’s utterance and the
listener’'s “agreeing” with the speaker’s utterance, while the “Hai” and the “Ne” used as fillers share the
functions that express “discoursive border”, “listener’s agreement with the speaker’s utterance”, “listener’'s
understanding of the speaker’s utterance” and “speaker’s understanding of her own utterance”, (ii) the
“Hai” used as filler has a function of expressing the beginning of an utterance, but the “Ne” used as filler
does not have such a function. From above, it is recognized that the “Hai” and the “Ne” used as both
backchannels and fillers share the function of expressing an “agreement”. This “agreement” is divided
into two classes. When used as backchannels, they express the “listener's” agreement with the spoken
content, while when used as fillers, they can also express the “speaker’s” agreement with her own utter-
ance. On the other hand, their function of expressing “discoursive border” does not relate to any of the

functions of them being used as backchannels.

Key words : Conversation Analysis, Backchannel, filler, functions, floor.

Analysis of the Functions of Backchannels and Fillers in Japanese and Korean
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