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Lawrence and Modern Civilization

Jiro Yoshimura

Lawrence criticizes in his works again and again the modern civilization, for, he thinks, it prevents us from

leading a life worthy of man.

1t is rationalism that makes the essence of the modern civiliaztion. According to him, the rationalism distorts two

kinds of ralationships man makes with his surroundings. One is the human relationship between man and woman, man

and man, woman and woman, parents and children. Among them, Lawrence says, the man-woman relationship is the

most important and essential to human life. The other is the one between man and nature or cosmos. And it is the

effects of the rationalism upon these two relationships that he treats earnestly in Women in Love, a novel which shows

most clearly his attitude towards the modern civilization.

This paper is designed to study Lawrence’s view of the modern civiliaztion, by discussing the effects of the

rationalism upon these two relationships as shown in Women in Love, referring to his other works as well.
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“I don’t know — that’s what I want somebody to tell
me. As far as | can make out, it doesn’t centre at all. It
is artificially held together by the mechanism. *®
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And she, she was the great bath of life, he wor-
shipped her. Mother and substance of all life she was.
And he, child and man, received of her and was made
whole. His pure body was almost killed. But the
miraculous, soft effluence of her breast suffused over

him, over his seared, damaged brain, like a healing
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lymph, like a soft, soothing flow of life itself, perfect as
if he were bathed in the womb again. ”
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There certainly does exist a subtle and complex
sympathy, correspondence, between the plasm of the
human body, which is identical with the human psyche,
and the material elements outside. The primary human
psyche is a complex plasm, which quivers, sense-
conscious, in contact with the circumbient cosmos. Our
plasmic psyche is radio-active, connecting with all
things, and having first-knowledge of all things. ®
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He had a fight to fight with Matter, with the earth
and the coal it enclosed. This was the sole idea, to turn
upon the inanimate matter of the underground, and

reduce it to his will. '?
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