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Mrs. Kearney is an interesting figure, not as a “type” of woman, but as
one who, neither responsible for nor defeated by the circumstances of
her life, tries vigorously to move and change with the times; she is
active and practical in a way that few other characters in Dubliners are.
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-Come!

Al the seas of the world tumbled about her heart. He was drawing her
into them: he would drown her. She gripped with both hands at the iron
railing.

-Come!

No! No! No! It was impossible. Her hands clutched the iron in frenzy.
Amid the seas she sent a cry of anguish!

-Eveline! Evvy!

He rushed beyond the barrier and called to her to follow. He was
shouted at to go on but he still called to her. She set her white face to
him, passive, like a helpless animal. Her eyes gave him no sign of love

or farewell or recognition.[134[]
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The light from the lamp opposite our door caught the white curve of her
neck, lit up her hair that rested there and, falling, lit up the hand upon
the railing. It fell over one side of her dress and caught the white border

of a petticoat, just visible as she stood at ease.[124[]
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Her companionship was like a warm soil about an exotic. Many times

she allowed the dark to fall upon them, refraining from lighting the
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lamp. The dark discreet room, their isolation, the music that still
vibrated in their ears united them. This union exalted him, wore away
the rough edges of his character, emotionalised his mental life.
Sometimes he caught himself listening to the sound of his own voice.
He thought that in her eyes he would ascend to an angelical stature; . . .
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He was trembling now with annoyance. Why did she seem so
abstracted? He did not know how he could begin. Was she annoyed, too,
about something? If she would only turn to him or come to him of her
own accord! To take her as she was would be brutal. No, he must see
some ardour in her eyes first. He longed to be master of her strange
mood. . . . He longed to cry to her from his soul, to crush her body

against his, to overmaster her.[1218[1
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The tears gathered more thickly in his eyes and in the partial darkness
he imagined he saw the form of a young man standing under a dripping
tree. Other forms were near. His soul had approached that region where
dwell the vast hosts of the dead. He was conscious of, but could not
apprehend, their wayward and flickering existence. His own identity
was fading out into a grey impalpable world: the solid world itself
which these dead had one time reared and lived in was dissolving and
dwindling.[1224-25[1
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