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Summary

(1) In this paper the studies on direct trade between farmers and consumers are clas-
sified into 4 categolies as follows.

+ a study which considers direct trade as a social and political movement.

- a study which evaluates direct trade as stimulus to market.

- a study which assesses the role of direct trade as incentives for small scale farmers
to continue farming.

- a study which recognizes direct trade as a suitable means to distribute organic
agricultual products.

(2) There are more issues to be discussed under the following situation.

Since the early 1970’s, researchers have developed a lot of interest in direct trade. This
type of marketing came about due to the disadvantages of the functions of markets (for
example, uncertainty of food safety and quality). However these disadvantages were
not observed until the 1980’s when direct trade was extended.

Then the market of organic products appeared in the late of the 1980’s. In the case of
orgaic products, uncertainty of food safety and quality looks to be no longer a problem.
But this is not enough, because direct trade is still practised to these days.

Disadvantages of the functions of markets is not only uncertainty of food safety and
quality. There is still the need for more knowledge of disadvantages in the markets in
order to develop a better marketing system.




