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The Youth of Shusui Kotoku
— State and Individuals in the Meiji Period —
By Y. Nishio

There have been many studies on the activities as a socialist
of Shusui Kotoku, however, to a lesser extent his youth has
been studied.

It is very interesting and significant also to study the course
through which K6toku, born in a countryside of Tosa, grew up
to a socialist. In his diaries, we find that he reconsidered deeply
his treasonable character and this reconsideration after all led
him to the thought of social justice.

The object of this article is to study the growth of his
thought, from his birth to the last days of his school life, with
the aid of his diaries and “the Recollections” of his cousin.
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