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Transport on the Onga (5&%) River in the Edo
Age : Especially its Organizational Structure.

Kikuo NOGUCHI

While the Onga (%) River in Northern Kyiishi had been the
transport route of the land taxes in kind from the shoen (#:E =land-
ed estates) since the ancient age, the transport of the rice, paid as
feudal rent, and other commodities showed the remarkable growth in
the Edo age, partly owing to the active encouragement by the feudal
lord. With the completion of the unjogin (G&E_L-§R=trade taxes) system
in the Fukuoka feudal domain, the hirata-nakama (#§{f1f]=/flat-boat
traders’ association), officially authorized by the feudal government,
was formed, and this association monopolized the Onga river transport
in the middle of the Edo age.

But the production and distribution of coal, tree-wax and etc.,
which began to develop in this valley since this period, were to
bring about a change to the organizational structure of this river trans-
portation. At first, as the result of the concentration of the flat-boat
ownership, there occurred the separation of flat-boat owners from the
sendo (i §5 = boat-operators). Then, the government monopoly sales of
major products, such as coal, tree-wax, and etc., gave birth to the
third group who possessed the funaba-kabu (f3##k= a kind of stock
whose possessers had the privilege attached to the places of ship re-
gistration),
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The most imporrtant, however, was the movement of the boat-oper-
ators who engaged directly in the transportation. Resisting the low
transportation rate of the feudal rent rice, they demanded the increase
of the rate, and refusing partially the transport of the coal, monopo-
lized by the government, they tended to turn to the transport of the
merchandises free from feudal regulation. Thus, their movement

disturbed the feudal river transportation structure.





