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N
Class Distinction of the Office-Rank System
in the “Ritsu-Ryo” (#4)
By R. Takeuchi

The office-rank syétem of the “Ritsu-Ryo” (#4), Which pres:
cribed, it is said, the bureaucratic organization by means of"
taking men of talent into government service, involved essen-
tially the character of class formation. If one is willing to be
an officer, he has to get some rank, and this rank can be awar-
ded only by his sincere service to Mikado. There are fifty
stages from top to bottom in this rank system, and every office
is given correspondently with this stage. Moreover, the rank
is usually accompanied by some political, economic and personal
privileges., In the higher ranks these privileges extend to fam-
ily and the difference of these between the higher and the'
lower is rather personal and classical than functional. Such
character of the rank system enabled, too, the formation .of
good lineages and !:he making of aristocratics from within it,
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