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- Reexamination on the Abolition of Special
Envoy to Tang J&
_ By K. Mori ‘

/' Hitherto many scholars ought the rea;bn for the abolition of Special
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-Envoy to T’ang in the cultural self-conciousness caused by the advance-
ment of Japanese civilization. But it must be rather sought in the
foliowing account: as the state finances could not bear the burden of
the expense of sending Special Envoy to T"ang, this system became
more and more paralysed, and frequent visits of the trading ships of
T’ang brought to naught the ‘raison d’&tre’ of this system, and lastly
the loss of the active spirit of the nobles fearing of the sea led to the
abolition of this .sys'tem. '
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