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Rente'd Oxen in Sung Dynasty
by K. Hino

Most - tenants of the manors, which developed in Sung Dynas’ty,
morrowed the cultivating oxen from their landowners. Because these
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’cenantsfv nfiginated In vagabonds from other .districts, and were quite
propertyless men,landowners had. to rent all things which were necessary
to the Iife- of tenants: houses, farming tools, seeds, food up to the harvest,
money, oxen etc. The method of renting oxen was to rent a neces'sary
amouht of labour power in the season when tenants needed oxen.
Tenants had to pay a tenth of the yield in reward for it. And this
methqd spread all over China. Reasons of this spread were that the
extension of cultivated area by the use of oxen brought the increased
profit, which overed tbe rent of oxen, and tenants made full profits:
~out of borrowing oxen and land owners were able to make the purchase
of cultivafing oxen a profitable investment by receipt of a tenth of the
vield and therefore, their mutual advantage was obtained. = .
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