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Saint-Simon's View on Genius

by E- Kobayashi

Though Saint-Simon’s interpretation of history was discussed by many
scholars, his view on gehius (and men of genius) has not been. studied
as a special subject. I.intend to study the history of theories on genius
as a part of history of historical theories. Saint-Simon was influenced
by Condorcet, but stood nearer to collectivism than the latter. Comte
was nearer to collectivism than Saint-Simon. Whjz? Was Saint-Simon led
to such a view on genius by his so-called socialism? T think not so,

”

because Comtev was less ” socialistic ” in Saint-Simon’s sense, vet was
more collectivistic. That which led Saint-Simon and Comte to the
collectivistic view of genius was their intention of social reorganization
in .broader sense. ) ' )

Saint-Simon is said to have been a bourgeois ideologist in spite of
his 7 socialism.” But we must not forget that the ideology of bourgeoisie
has two sides: one is the ideology for the benefit of bourgevisie, the
other the ideology not for the benefit of bourgeoisie. Saint-Simon’s

intention of social reorganizatign belongs to the latter side of it.
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