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"%, Rented Oxen (ﬁ_lf-) in the per!od of the Sung Dynasty
| by K. Hmo

In the period of the Sunmg Dynasty the agriqﬂtural management w}vas"
‘ imiﬁbssible without the cultivating oxen, but most farmers were too. poox_'"”
“to-'buy oxen. . Tenant-farmers generally rented oxen from - their "l:sv.ndfj 4
- owners. The government, too, lent oxen, or money to buy oxen, to tenant- ‘
fémers As a landowner, the’ government rent d the ‘oxen to the tenant—-'
farmers who worked on the farm belonging to the government directly.
Moreover the government, not as a landowner, but as a government itself
rented oxen to othe‘r\ poor farmers. In either case, the government rece-
ived the rents, namely a certain amount of rice or wheat a year, The
lent money was paid yearly tb the governmentby the farmers. . On the
’ 'coiitrary, the civil landowneérs rented oxen to their tenant4farrxiers during
‘a demanded term only, and according to.the lent amount, they received
‘the rents from their tenant-farmers. The cause of these differexices
consists, I think, in the fact that the civil landowners had the equipment
to keep their oxen, but the government had none. At any rafe, most farmers
in the Swmg Dynasty rented their oxen from landowners or gb%renment,
.and they, therefore, were deprived of a great portion of their ‘product
- a year. So much to the more miserable existences were they led. .
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