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The Formation 1°F'Jthe Idea of Saddharma\;ipralopa in Japan.
by E. Tamura

The receptive ‘faculties of the pursuer of Buddhism sink, as ,time goes
- by from the;das‘rs of Buddha. In the days of Saddharma he is endowed:
- with “Ky0” (doctrine), “Gyo”, (practice) ‘and “Sho” A(perc'eption), and in
the time of Saddharma-Prai‘z‘n‘;ﬁdka' he possesses, “Kyo” and:“Gyo’
while he has only “Ky0’* in the days of Saddharmaz;fz'pralopa. This doc-,
 trine of the three "eras of ,Saddharma, Saddharma-Pratz upaka and -
'Saddha)rmampralopa show the difficulty which the pursueivhas to face. °
' Two theones on the date of the Buddha’s death were. introduced : to Ja- .
pan. One theory settles it in 949B. C. (A) and the 'other in- 609 B. C.
(B). Likewise, two theories on the period of the above three eras, one
de’clares the period of Saddharma to be 500 years and that of - Saddhar-
ma-Pratirapaka 1000 years ), and the other assigns 1000 years to each
(D) According to the traditional . mterpretatlon of the Hosso Sect, which ’
- combines  (B)., with -(C), 1892 A. D. .(the 3rd year of .Mezfoku) ‘must be
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the Ist year of Saddharmavipralopa. The interpretation of the Sanron _
Sect, which unites (A) with (C), fixes it in 552 A. D. (the 13rd year of
Emperor Kinmer). The editor of the “Nihon-Shoks” intended to show the '

. superior dignity of Japan to Buddhlsrn. by setting the date of the ‘date
of the introduction of Buddhism in the 18rd year of Kinmei. For, since
then, the plan of the erection of temples and pagodas was proceeded as’
national enterprise and later in ‘8th c.. Buddhism attained the highest

state of prospenty ‘ .

The prosperity of Buddhism and the Ancient Imperial State seemed ‘to- .
-deny the arrival of Saddharmavipralopa. In the first half of 8th C,,.
" "however, we see the first’ step of the decline of the Ancient State and .
the second step agreed in time w1th the appearance of Saicho (767-822),
* . the founder of the Tendai Sect. Sazcho exerted himself to break through
the crisis by his rehgmus prayer of “Chingokokka” (the protection of the
nation). His standpoint, on which he recostructed his doctrine in answer-
ing to the real crisis to steer through it, was observed by his followers..
"The middle and the lower arxstocracy, whose downfall was chlefly due

to the establishment of the Sekkan Regime, felt that the “Gyok:” (the
days of political and moral corruption) had taken the place of the “Sezdaz"‘
(the Emperor’s glonous davs) The date of the beginning of Saddharma
vipralopa was 1052 A. D. (the 7th year of Eisho) for Saicho, who
-followed the (A) (C) theory, ahd his followers laid emphasis on the sal--
‘vation of the individual instead of the. teachings of “Chingo-Kokka”, as
the days of Saddharmam'pmlojm apbroached. Genshin (942-1017), one of
‘these followers, united the idea of Saddharmavz’pfalopa coming from the -
.despair of pursuit with the consciousneés of the political and soc;ial down-

' fall of the falling aristocracy. At the same time the doctrine of the
Jﬁdo'Sect which is based on the despair of this ‘life was advocated by .
him. * o . » .
In l:he history of Japanese Buddhism fthe Tendai Sect is the ‘only sect
‘that succeeded in reforming itself to answer to the crisis and, at the same

: ﬁme, to tide over it. Thus, the Tendas Sect played a leading’ part in the
sphere of religion and'thought both in the‘anciem': and. the middle - ages,
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while the Nanto (Nara) Sect and thg Shingom Sect could not do. The
first solution was giyén’ by the Tendai Sect to the problems of Seddharma-
Pratirupake and Saddharmavipralopa that foretell crises. '
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