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Uzi-no-choja EE:E%" by R. TaKeuchi

Since the 9th century, in Japan, the chief of clan was called Uzi-no- _
choja. He was descended'fro‘m the chief of clan before the Taika <4t. .
But the character of the former is remarkably different from that of the
latter. The chief of clan before f;he Taika had the powers of local head
and he was a ‘head of local small state. But as soon as the politfcal’,
power of the central government was establised by the Tazka-Reform,
his power as political head were ‘cut. down, and he was ‘given the place
as spiritual leader of that clan, which was consanguine community. By
the procedure that the Emperor recognized the man, whom the clan-
» community proposed,’ Uzi-no-chbja gained his position. In the truth, the ‘
holder of the highest post in clan-community gained the »position;’Accord%
ingly, from both the -spiritual and political sides, Uzi-no-choja had the
greatest power in clan- community. Through the powers of Uzi—no-chbja,'
the Emperor also could seize the aristocracy from the 9th to the 18th
century. ’ '
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