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" The Wool Trade Policy of Richard ]| and the L‘ancastrian'Kings'

by H. Fujiwara

Strictly speaking, the stabilization of the Staple of Calais and the per-
petuation of the subsidy on wool were not, as sometimes  believed, the
events of the reign of ‘Edward [|. They were, having passed through
some nascent phases in the reign of Richard JI, the occurrences only -
from the reign of Henrj} IV. For, in Richard J’s reign, we find a move-
ﬁlent, of the Commons against the monopoly of the Calais staple (1389~
90), and short-term suspensions' of subsidy. The stabilization ‘ahd, the
perpetuatiofi appear to have been .made possible by the absence of oppo-
sition from the side of wool-producer against the monopoly and subsidy,
which were to keep down the price of wool. That absence may be partly,
‘but not fully, accounted for by the expansion of _internal wool market due
to the development of the English cloth industry. Its main cause must
have been the mild character of monopoly of the Calais staple that v&;ould
have not so much suppressed the wool prices, and the segregation from
wool-production, accordingly the indifference to the wool prices, of great
Jords, lay and clerical, who were the real influences in politics .in .those
. days, the fact which originated from the dissolution of the classical ma-
nors.
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