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The Citizens and Polity in medieval Cities
by R. Imaki

I have intended in this article to trace the course of political evolution
in Italian cities. In northern cities the minorities of strong mercantile
class had earlier established the olygarchic orgad which administered the
community. But in Italian cities "Grandi” i. d., the territorial nobilities
obstructed the prevalence of the mercantile class, and the struggles
between the proncipals were complicated by the movement of lower
citizens. The split in Patriciate caused ultimately the rice of signors, i.
d., new executive officers who concentrated powers in the hands.
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