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Justus Moser’s Political Interests

by E. Kobayashi

In “History of Political Thought in Germany from 1789 to 1815”7 (193
9), R. Aris asserted that Justus Moser was a typical conservative and
particularist, and that the idea of a politi(‘aﬂy united Germany appeared
to him one of the "anaemic generalisations” Which he hated. We find
similar opinions in some historians today. But there are authors who
think that Moser was tco national to neglect the necessity of a great
~state.of "Deutsche Nation’, and so was not such a perfect particularist
as appeared to Aris and others. (For exzmple : E. Holzle, H. M. Peterssen,
W. Pleister, P. Wiegler, Fr. Meinecke.) It is said that there are preserved
several manuscripts Written to the purpose of "Patriotische Phantasien”.
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Considering his position in Osnabriick and the severity of censorship in
thosé days, we can presume that Moser could not express his true opinions
on the political problems of Gérmany. A new llight, therfore, may be
projected to Moser’s attitude, if such "SAmmtliche Werke” as Herder’s
edited by Suphan (containing different manuscripts in foot-notes) will be
published. It seems to me, however, even by examining the imperfect
"Sammtliche Werke” edited by Abeken, that Moser, in spite of his famous
"provincialism”, recognized the abuses of particularism and suggested
implicity the necessisy of political unity (not Staatenbund, but Bundesstaat)
of Germany. So I cannot égree to Aris.
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